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Can you imagine becoming a multimillionaire by turning your childhood passion into a career?
Sounds challenging, right? This is exactly what happened to Richard Tyler Blevins, an American
professional gamer, YouTuber, and online streamer, better known as Ninja, who managed to balance
his studies, soccer, and his job in fast food with his great passion: video games. His performance led
him to build a huge empire around the world, accumulating more than $40 million and even
capturing the attention of esports.

In this article, we will explore how discipline, resilience, and creativity can transform a hobby into a
successful career. We will also see how you, as a student, can apply all this knowledge to your
academic life in order to achieve better personal development through learning. 

Click here to read the full content on our website or continue to the next page...
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More AIU Content and Resources

Live Classes

AIU Campus Mundi Magazine AIU Student Testimonials AIU Blog

Search over 10k Academic Contents, Demo Access to our Virtual Campus, Earn Credits 
and complete a Certificate as a guest student through our Live Classes

Request Info

Virtual Campus Access
Artificial Intelligence Tools
Campus Mundi Magazine
Live Classes 

Academic Assignments

www.aiu.edu

https://www.aiu.edu/register-for-a-program/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-innovatve-topics/
https://www.aiu.edu/student-publications/
https://www.aiu.edu/student-publications/
https://www.aiu.edu/areas-of-study/
https://www.aiu.edu/
https://www.aiu.edu/university/np/conferences/archives.html?NoTracking
https://www.aiu.edu/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-blog/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-testimonials/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-campus-mundi-all-editions/
https://www.aiu.edu/innovative/passion-transformed-into-fortune/
https://www.aiu.edu/register-for-a-program/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-virtual-campus/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-reshaping-artificial-intelligence-in-higher-education/
https://www.aiu.edu/aiu-campus-mundi-all-editions/
https://www.aiu.edu/university/np/conferences/archives.html?NoTracking
https://www.aiu.edu/university/np/conferences/archives.html?NoTracking
https://www.aiu.edu/


AIU Student Publications

Think for a moment about what it would be like if one of your greatest passions from such a
memorable time in your life as childhood became the possibility of a multimillion-dollar
career. This became a reality for Richard Tyler Blevins, a renowned gamer also known by his
stage name, Ninja. 

At first, the road was not easy for Blevins, and although he always had the support of his
parents, he went through many moments in which he had to balance his studies, soccer, and
work at fast-food restaurants with his passion for gaming. Nevertheless, he was able to
strike a balance that allowed him to build his own global empire, valued at approximately
$40 million, and establish himself as one of the best in EA Esports tournaments.

This man's story is the perfect combination of someone who achieved a balance between
student life and discipline, and how a good vision can transform lives by turning a hobby or
pastime into a profession with a huge impact on many parts of the world.
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 In this article, we will delve deeply into how Ninja achieved this feat, what successes he
achieved, what difficulties he encountered along the way, and how this entire process can
serve as a great lesson for anyone who wants to develop personally or professionally.

Passion and discipline during his early years 

Born on July 5, 1991, in Michigan, Richard showed a keen interest in video games from an
early age, possibly motivated by his father's enthusiasm for gaming, which meant that this
young boy always had the latest consoles at home. This is how little Ninja came into contact
with several important titles in the gaming world, such as Halo, Final Fantasy, and Mario Kart,
but all this was subject to one unbreakable rule from his family: video games should not
interfere with his studies in any way.
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The arrival of Fortnite and worldwide recognition 

The point of no return came in 2017, when Ninja began streaming the famous game Fortnite
Battle Royale on the Twitch platform. It's no secret that this game has an accessible and
highly dynamic format, which is why it became a worldwide phenomenon, and that's where
Ninja found his opportunity. With his skills, energy, and charisma in front of millions of
viewers on camera, he quickly became famous within this niche.

Then, in March 2018, to be specific, his name became widely known when he did a joint
broadcast with the already well-known Drake, Travis Scott, and JuJu Smith-Schuster,
setting a new audience record for the platform at that time, with approximately 667,000
viewers at the same time.  

It was at that very moment that he became the first esports player to appear on the cover of
ESPN magazine. He also achieved cultural status and iconicity, reinforcing the concept that
video games are much more than just entertainment, but rather a multi-million dollar
industry with a lot to offer in the professional field. 

His monthly income reached $500,000 per broadcast, and not only that, he also had
several huge contracts with Red Bull, Samsung, Adidas, and Uber Eats. Later in 2019, he
secured an exclusive deal with Mixer, a platform owned by tech giant Microsoft, estimated
to be worth $30 million. However, no one expected Mixer to shut down the following year,
but that only led to Ninja returning to his former home, Twitch, in a big way.

The difficulty that is overcome with resilience 

Reaching this level of fame, recognition, and success was not without its difficulties. At one
point in his career, he had to deal with a detached retina, which required surgery and forced
him to give up video games while he recovered temporarily. It was believed that this would
be the end for Ninja, but he drew strength from his determination and love for his work, and
he managed to recover. 
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More recently, in 2024, the tables turned again for Ninja when he was diagnosed with
melanoma, a type of skin cancer. After undergoing treatment at the right time, he
announced that he was melanoma-free and, more than that, he used his platform to bring a
message of awareness to millions of his followers about the importance of regular medical
checkups.  

After going through all these circumstances, Ninja managed to further strengthen his
character. In a way, he showed his community that success is not about having talent, but
rather something that is built with perseverance, self-care, and purpose.  

Reinventing yourself is a power 

Ninja understood the secret to making things last, and to do so, you have to accept one
reality: times change, and your target audience evolves along with them. He sought ways to
diversify his career beyond just gaming, even launching his own product line, participating in
several advertising campaigns, publishing a book called Get Good: My Ultimate Guide to
Gaming, and appearing at various charity events.  
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However, several of his most philanthropic acts include donating a large sum of money to
Fortnite Pro-Am, $1 million during the event, and the tournament raised approximately
$110,000 for suicide prevention, along with his support for several organizations that are
fighting diseases such as Alzheimer's and cancer. 

A powerful story that reminds us that success is not only measured by money, but also by
other aspects such as discipline, resilience, and the way we can positively influence the
world around us. 

Similar cases that can also inspire many 

Rubén Doblas Gundersen, who went from gamer to global icon, is one of the most
recognized creators in Latin America today. Better known as Rubius, he started uploading
videos of video games just for fun, and through perseverance and authenticity, he managed
to build a community with more than 40 million YouTube subscribers.

In a way similar to Ninja, he proved that success on social media depends not only on being
entertaining but also on building something authentic with your audience. His career shows
how young people can use all their creativity to promote a life project, as long as they have
discipline, perseverance, and, of course, a clear goal.  

If we apply this to the world of students, it teaches us that talent is not always the most
important thing; what matters more is desire, being able to evolve without losing yourself,
regardless of criticism and other difficulties. 

Rubén Doblas Gundersen, who went from gamer to global icon, is one of the most
recognized creators in Latin America today. Better known as Rubius, he started uploading
videos of video games just for fun, and through perseverance and authenticity, he managed
to build a community with more than 40 million YouTube subscribers.
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PewDiePie's irreverent style to make himself known

PewDiePie is another gamer who went from a tiny room to becoming an icon for many.
Originally from Sweden and whose real name is Felix Kjellberg, despite his dark and
irreverent style, he took his first steps in this world by recording videos from his college
dorm room in 2013, and managed to become the channel with the most subscribers in the
world, thanks to his perseverance, as he kept it up for many years without stopping posting.

PewDiePie, like Ninja, used gaming to start on a path that would lead him to a multimillion-
dollar career, expanding into many other areas, such as content production, other
businesses, and philanthropy. In addition, thanks to this passion, he donated millions to
organizations such as Save the Children and charity: water. This is undoubtedly an example
of how success can also become a great sense of responsibility. 

If you are a student, this type of approach can serve as food for thought. Keep in mind that
your goals are also important and that, regardless of the mistakes you may make along the
way, education will always serve as the main tool for enhancing your hidden talents.
Furthermore, technical or artistic knowledge is meaningless without empathy, adaptability,
and commitment to the society to which you belong.

Important things to keep in mind on your journey

Often, when we see success stories, we can overlook many things, but these can hold
valuable lessons that we can apply to our lives, whether personally or professionally. 

It is always better to turn your passion into your purpose: If you can figure out what drives
you and make it part of your projects, you will be much more motivated in difficult times in
the long run. 

Don't neglect discipline and consistency:  It's not enough to be good at something; it's
daily consistency that can turn a skill into a successful career.
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Your failures are part of the learning process: Difficult moments will abound and come in
many forms, whether illness or public mistakes, and that's okay. They are part of the
process. They do not define you, but the way you deal with them does.

Your failures are part of the learning process: difficult moments will abound and come in
many forms, whether illness or public mistakes, and that's okay; they are part of the
process. They do not define you, but the way you deal with them does.

Don't close yourself off to change: It's normal for things to be in constant flux, with new
technologies, trends, and platforms. It's the ability to reinvent yourself that will make the
difference.

Don't forget that these stories can often serve as a guide that will help you as you forge your
own path in this exciting world of life.

From the classroom to a projection of reality 

We live in a world where digital opportunities are increasingly commonplace. Life stories like
those of Ninja, Rubius, or PewDiePie are becoming more and more common, reminding us
that learning is not limited to the classroom. These individuals started from scratch, without
the necessary resources, but with clear commitment and determination, faithful to their
passion. 

In the same way, they were able to transform their enthusiasm for video games into large
platforms for expansion and global influence. A quality academic education can turn all that
valuable knowledge and skills into tools to leave a mark on the environment in which you
develop. Achieving success is a path full of effort, a lot of self-exploration, and never-ending
learning. 
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If you feel strongly drawn to digital media, technological innovation, communication, or
perhaps entrepreneurship. At AIU we have several personalized and flexible programs that
will allow you to enhance your skills so you can use them in your own life projects, because if
one thing is certain in life, it is that transforming what you love into a career and motivating
others, contributing to the good of all, is one of the greatest achievements. 

Academic Assignments

www.aiu.edu

Passion transformed into fortune
The case of Ninja and his more than, $40 million as a gamer

https://www.aiu.edu/
https://www.aiu.edu/
https://www.aiu.edu/areas-of-study/
https://www.aiu.edu/


AIU Student Publications

Recommended reading

For students interested in learning more about this topic, we recommend the
following articles:

1.Essential Skills for Project Management - I
2.Digital Marketing Strategy - No Ads, No Social Media, No Problem!
3.Global Market Sentiments.
4.On Video Games : The Visual Politics of Race, Gender and Space
5. Influencer Networking Secrets : How to Build the Magnetic Influence, Meaningful

Connection and Profitable Publicity of a Radically Generous Entrepreneur
6.Social media influencer marketing: the role of influencer type, brand popularity, and

consumers' need for uniqueness.
7.The History Of PewDiePie | A Brief History (video)
8.How did the streamer Ninja become so popular?
9.How Tyler 'Ninja' Blevins Became a Millionaire Playing Video Games

10.Trolls mock me for having fewer viewers, Fortnite streamer Ninja tells BBC

Want to continue learning about current topics?

You can delve deeper into different topics in our wide range of recorded lectures, which
cover a variety of topics of interest and can be very useful for expanding your knowledge. If
this topic interests you, you can explore further in our extensive online library, which also
houses a wealth of knowledge, consisting of thousands of eBooks, serving as a valuable
complementary resource.
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