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Assignment Summary:

Over 2.6 billion people worldwide remain disconnected from the internet, unable to access
its transformative benefits in education, health, and economic opportunities. Barriers such
as a lack of infrastructure, high costs, and limited digital skills contribute to this global digital
divide. Efforts by organizations like the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) are
driving change through initiatives to expand internet access, lower costs, and provide digital
skills training, aiming to create a more connected and equitable world.
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Internet access has transformed the way we live, learn, and work. However, more than 2.6
billion people worldwide remain disconnected, unable to benefit from one of the most
revolutionary inventions in history. This article explores the reasons behind the digital divide
and the initiatives working to close it.
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According to the latest report, the region with the highest internet penetration currently
remains Northern Europe (97.6%), but the second place now goes to North America (96.8%),

a position held by Western Europe (92%) in 2023. They are followed by Southern Europe
(94.5%) and Eastern Europe (90.2%). On the other hand, as in 2023, the regions with the

lowest internet penetration are Central Africa (32.1%) and East Africa (26.7%).
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The Impact of the Digital Divide

Since its creation, the internet has evolved from a limited tool to an essential resource for
education, business, and health. Lack of connectivity restricts access to opportunities such
as:

Online Education: Platforms like AIU offer unique resources including a library with over
260,000 books, 3,800 online lessons, virtual labs, advanced artificial intelligence tools,
and a language center with over 20 language options. All of this is designed to
empower you and take your learning to the next level.
Employment: Access to remote jobs and professional networks like LinkedIn.
Health: Information on disease prevention and virtual consultations.

Despite advancements, many people are still unable to take advantage of these
opportunities.

Reasons Behind the Lack of Access

Infrastructure Deficiency: About 5% of the global population lives in rural or low-income
areas without mobile internet networks. Building infrastructure in these remote
locations is costly and complex. Example: In some regions of Sub-Saharan Africa,
setting up telecommunications towers faces geographical and political challenges.
High Costs
The cost of a basic internet subscription in low-income nations can account for up to
9% of the average monthly income, a burden 20 times higher than in high-income
countries.
Lack of Digital Skills: Even in areas with affordable connectivity, many people lack basic
skills to use the internet or electronic devices. This creates an additional barrier to
effective technology use.
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Initiatives to Close the Gap

Organizations like the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) are leading efforts to
connect the unconnected. Key initiatives include:

Partner2Connect (P2C) Digital Coalition: Secured over $40 billion in commitments to
improve internet access.
Satellite Infrastructure: Companies like Intelsat are connecting rural schools using
satellite internet networks.
Digital Skills Training: Programs like the ITU Academy have trained over 300,000
people in remote communities, enhancing their economic and social opportunities.
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The Future of Universal Access

As technology evolves, the challenge of closing the digital divide becomes increasingly
complex. For example, while 89% of the population in high-income nations has access to 5G
networks, only 1% in low-income countries can access this advanced technology.
Although progress is steady, technological inequalities continue to emerge with each new
generation of technology, perpetuating a digital divide that requires ongoing attention.
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Final Reflection

Closing the digital divide is not just about providing internet access; it also involves ensuring
people have the tools and skills needed to make the most of it. This collective effort has the
potential to transform lives, create opportunities, and contribute to global development.

Explore More at Atlantic International University

Digital connectivity is just the beginning. For those interested in leading technological and
social initiatives that drive change, Atlantic International University offers flexible programs
in technology, innovation, and global development. Expand your knowledge and prepare to
make a difference in a connected world.

Also, you can learn more about this and other interesting topics in AIU’s, wide range of
recorded classes that cover various subjects of interest and that can be very useful to
expand your knowledge. If this topic interests you, you can explore related live classes. Our
extensive online library is also home to a wealth of knowledge, comprised of miles of e-
books, serving as a valuable supplemental resource.
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