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Mark Cartwright is the WHE Publishing director, a known American historian, researcher and editor. His writings and editions focus on constitutional theory, political philosophy, military history and constitutional theory. Among his remarkable writings is on Mayan architecture. Maya architecture refers to distinctive architectural traditions in Mesoamerica constructed before the Spanish colonization of the Americas. The architectural designs, features, and elements are standing out, hence becoming tourist attraction sites. Some of the most notable characteristics of Maya features include the souring pyramid temple made of elevated platforms with corbelled roofing, among others. The exterior of the building is decorated with several Maya mouldings of glyphs, sculptures, and religious icons such as serpent masks. This work, therefore, aims to provide a vivid description of Maya Architecture, including its history, making, elements and its significant role. 
	The Maya architecture was developed by the Maya people long ago, even before the colonization of the Americas by the Spanish. It is believed that the Mesoamerican cultures, such as Teotihuacan and Olmec, influenced the Maya to build their unique architectures. The Maya civilization utilized the simple available materials in the construction of buildings. Among the most notable material which was available in plenty was Limestone, which was available around Tikal and Palenque, the volcanic tuff found at Copan, and the sandstone found around Quirigua. They also used the mortar in most buildings made by burning lime cement to make concrete. The mortar was also utilized for making facades, sculptures as well as floor layers. The external surfaces were beautified with three-dimensional sculpture or high-relief carvings. 
Process of Building. 
	According to available evidence, the stone buildings were put above another raised stone platform, while steps of flight stones were kept splitting the large platforms sideway, leading to a bi-symmetrical appearance. Different areas had different stylistic tendencies, which were decorated with stucco and cut stone interiors. The intended purpose of a building determined the type of structure and its appearance. For instance, the temples of the Maya and grand residences were laid on solid foundations. The golden mean was used to proportion the buildings since they lacked a specific measuring unit (Burkle-Elizondo et al., 2015). The beginning of construction was done by making a squire and then utilizing a vine or cord available for making the length of each corner of a square to another. The establishment of a new base was done by arching the cord down from the previous squire.
Notable constructions
Palaces 
These were centres where administration roles were carried out. They were large buildings which mostly had sections of corbelled roofing. This roofing was made by piling flat stones upon each other while overlapping, creating a thin gap worthy to be spanned with one capstone. Wooden crossties were made to support the unstable vaults in this roofing. Some pyramids used as burial chambers had corbel roofs, such as the Kink Pakal tomb found within the Palenque’s Temple of Inscriptions. There was a Nunnery complex at Uxmal, which denoted that the Maya Palaces were also used for religious functions. Research shows that Palaces had many chambers, including an interior courtyard. 
E-groups. 
This refers to specific complex structures by Mayas, which were found in Southern and Central Maya lowlands. The main structure in these complexities was a stepped pyramid, which was found on the platform's western side. The plaza’s eastern side had an elongated structure with three mounds of temple replacing the platform or on top of them. The structure's middle part was directly opposite the main structure. In most cases, there were two more subsidiary structures which appeared on the south and North of Plaza’s side. There were terranes or several levels in the central western structure, having insert stairways in the four plaza's sides. There were also extensive balustrades in stairways, which come from the pyramid and are decorated with large stuccos of Art of architecture. 
Pyramids and Temples
The Temple IV at Tikal is among the Maya famous images of the pyramids surrounding the area. These were used for the Maya religious practices such as offertories to Maya gods or burying the famous Maya rulers. Additionally, they were used to store precious goods and also as symbols, which the Maya rulers used for impressing their subjects. The excavation of pyramids revealed several diminishing pyramids. Some of the still existing types of these developments include Palenque's Temple of Inscriptions, among others found in the North Acropolis of Tikal. To enter inside these structures, an individual had to climb through several staircase levels leading to the top of the platform.
 There was a significant cultural meaning shown by the pyramids; for example, there were nine exterior levels denoting the Xibalba nine levels. Either, the 13 levels of Maya heavens were symbolically denoted by the 13-level Passage Way, which descended into the tomb of King Pakal. Although most of the typical structures of the Maya had distinct similarities, the Pyramid of the Magician at Uxmal is different from others, having rounded corners. These rounded corners make someone viewing from above see it as oval in shape. All the pyramids, however, had a deep horizontal groove around the structure with inset corners rounded also. 
Ballcourts
The lifestyles of Mesoamericans included playing ball games; hence, there was the construction of ritual ballgames in their place on a graded scale. There were two long walls which defined the playing alleys of the ballcourts. The ball, which was played in ballcourts, was made up of solid rubber with a diameter sizeable of a foot. To play, the game participants had to hit the solid rubber with either the hips or the knee. The game had two different groups, just like volleyball, with each group on its side. The game was played by passing the ball from one side to the other, like volleyball; once the opponent could not return the ball, the group would gain a mark.  
Observatories. 
The Mayas were observers of the celestial objects such as the moon, Venus and the sun. They had several astronomers who mapped the phases of these objects (Šprajc & Sánchez, 2016). There were also round temples which were oriented on astronomical grounds. The observatories were very important for scheduling agricultural activities. 
Triadic groups 
Triadic groups were steep pyramids or extensive acropolis which contained a monumental stairway and a building at the centre facing stairs. On both sides of the platform, there were two structures which faced each other. 
Cave sites. 
Cave sites were also part of the Maya architecture. Some notable Maya cave sites included the Cave creation myths, the Candelaria Caves, and the Jolja Cave located at Naj Tunich. The Mayas living in Chiapas highlands in Mexico use some of these caves even today. Most of the caves were artificial. 
Ceremonial platforms. 
These were platforms made of Limestone, which was mostly four meters or less. They were found in the city centre, and most of the elites of the population were hosted there (Castillo, 2018). They also contained a stake that displayed the heads of the losers of the ballgame. Public ceremonies and religious rites were performed in the chambers of these platforms. 
Influence of Maya architecture on the contemporary world. 
Although the Maya Architecture was back in around 2000 TO the 16th century CE, it still has influences to the contemporary world. Among the most notable influences is Architectural Aesthetics. Architects worldwide have built structures similar to Maya architecture regarding decorative motives, designs, or stonework. Although the buildings do not fully acquire the shape or decoration of Maya architectural design, they have partial demonstrations of the design. For instance, the corbel arch construction technique, which was used to make pyramids, is highly used to build in Western countries. Another effect is on cultural identity and preservation.
 The Maya architecture plays a significant role in the mentainance of cultural identity and heritage. The current Maya communities still strive to repair their buildings and retain their cultures. There is a fusion of ancient and modern facilities, which has increased the preservation of cultural continuity while still living in a contemporary world lifestyle. This also reinforces the connection between the past and present, helping the Maya community relate their past with the present, hence appreciating their cultural history. Another effect of Maya architecture is economic and Tourism development. The places where ancient Maya architecture exists lure tourists to visit them to celebrate their cultural heritage. This supports the local economies, as well as increasing revenue for the country from international tourists. 
	The effect of Maya architecture on the curriculum is also visible. The Maya architecture is an interdisciplinary study connected to the understanding of ancient civilizations. Many archaeologists continue to explore the Maya architecture, clarifying the relationship between the old time with the field of Mathematics and hieroglyphics towards the making of the Maya structures. It is also an inspiration of Art and design. According to research, the Maya design motifs were able to create Art and strategies based on the Maya architecture. Some contemporary artists have made patterns, symbols, colors, and graphic designs, among others, based on the inspiration of Maya architecture. 
	In conclusion, Maya architecture refers to distinctive architectural traditions in Mesoamerica constructed before the Spanish colonization of the Americas. The architectural designs, features, and elements are standing out, hence becoming tourist attraction sites. Some of the most notable characteristics of Maya features include the souring pyramid temple made of elevated platforms with corbelled roofing, among others. The buildings have different structures and appearance. The intended purpose of a building determined the type of structure and its appearance. The golden mean was used to proportion the buildings since they lacked a specific measuring unit to operate. The beginning of construction was done by making a squire, then utilising vine or cord available for making the length of each corner of a square to another. The Maya architecture is vital even to the contemporary world in different ways. 
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