1. Why is the UN’s goal of taking responsible action for biodiversity important in your opinion?  
    Biodiversity is paramount to saving the earth’s natural formation beauty and elements that supports human lives and animals. The UN’s responsibility is a surmountable task but one that needs global attention, therefore having many countries participate as a collective group, results would be overwhelming.
   Over several decades people have been cutting trees to build houses, furniture amongst others without being replanted. These actions have caused numerous adverse reactions such as soil erosion, climate change and of recent animals moving inwards to the developed lands.
   The animals are causing so many concerns to human beings as they are trying to coexist in the same space. Monkeys are an example, they have moved in droves to the inwards lands. This has seen a drastic decline in farmers willing to cultivate crops. These species are reaping the crops thus it not very profitable for the agriculture sectors.
   The UN’s initiative can save lives or restore better quality, if it can be successful in the restoration of the natural habitat and reforestation, these natural resources can be a challenge especially if they are close depletion. The venture is worth the efforts and welcome expertise from a global perspective.
  Forests are vital for a sustainable life it plays a pivotal part in the fight against climate change and global warming. The wholesome approach is significantly important for improving livelihoods, reducing vulnerabilities and reducing risks for the economy.
2. Explain biodiversity! Why is it beneficial?
According to Thomas Lovejoy; “Biodiversity is the collective term for the full variety of life on earth. It’s about the genetic diversity within species, the diversity of habitats, and the large biological units known as biomes such as the coniferous forest biome.”
   It is beneficial for preserving the many species of plants and animals across the globe that is becoming extinct. Biodiversity is essential for sustainable development to human life; it helps with the provision of clean water, oxygen, food, clothing and shelter. It also provides a list of psychological benefits.
   It can reconnect species with natural vegetation which in turn would allow them to respond to climate change. Ecosystem restoration can reduce carbon load in the atmosphere, which attributes to global climate change. Research has shown that restored ecosystems could provide up to one-third of the climate mitigation needed by sequestering carbon from the atmosphere.
   Ecotourism is one benefit that can be derived from biodiversity. It can be a revenue earner that reinforces the economic well-being of the people. People would be gainfully employed giving them a sense of purpose to have a better quality of life. The slowing of the rate of biodiversity rate can ultimately contribute of poverty alleviation and to the benefit of life on earth.
   It can prevent human to animal contact. Research indicates there is a close link between disease outbreaks and degradation of nature, individual wild animals and thus contracting vital diseases from them.
    Conversing forest would stop the release of greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere. Trees and plants also store more carbon necessary to protect them; keeping biodiversity intact can help with associated storms, flooding and the impacts from Mother Nature.
   3. Explain desertification! What is its impact on the world?
   Desertification is the persistent degradation of dry land ecosystems by variations in climate and human activities. Desertification affects in livelihoods of millions of people who rely on the benefits that dry land ecosystems can provide the benefits that dry land ecosystems provide to humans. Farming becomes difficult or even impossible in the area. The likelihood of more flooding, poor quality of water, hunger due to no farming, overpopulation is factors that contribute to poverty.
   The long-term failure to balance human demand for ecosystem and the amount the ecosystem can supply is a contributor to desertification. The increase pressures on the dry lands have affects on human factors such as population pressure and climate factors such as droughts.
   Desertification often starts in drought conditions. The winds carry the nutritious top soil, leaving sand and dead plant material which encroach on human civilization. The soil is at greater risk of flooding and erosion starts to clog nearby water sources with soil.
   Plants and trees help hold the soil in place with their roots and prevent erosion. Plant life provides shade for the soil, protecting it from the sun and keeps it from drying out.
  Hunger can result from desertification it poses risks to proper nutrition. The world has seen many poverty stricken nations over several decades applied for assistance, due to the inability for adequately provide a sustainable food supply. This grievous situation has seen the lost of thousands of lives due to starvation.
  Desertification can negatively impact the world because many nations would no longer be self-reliant and lack sustainable development. Therefore many countries would have a very high import bill. Smaller developing island may be disadvantage in sourcing necessities because of their lack to purchase in bulk; the consumer would have pay high prices and then they would be an unfair disadvantage to the poor to get the best and more nutritious foods for a healthy lifestyle.

4. What changes need to happen to achieve responsible action for life on land?
  To achieve better quality life on land, there is a need to shift the mindset of individuals through education and promotion of sustainability of ecosystems and preservation of biodiversity as it’s paramount to our survival
  Decisions human make can influence biodiversity and desertification that will affect the well-being of them and others. The rapid rate of desertification needs to decline drastically to allow for the lands to be productive. Farming can be improved sustainable living and promote more domestic consumption of locally produced foods and high quality potable water.
    Reforestation can be achieved to help alleviate the pressures of climate change. The vegetation would be a welcomed asset for many species of animals and plants which in turn can be used for human consumption of healthy consumables. 
   Protected areas and conservation programs are mean to achieve responsible action. They can combat illegal harvesting of plants, trampling of vegetation and poaching of marine life. Legislatives measures with penalties and fines can also be put in place as a deterrent for those who want to harvest outside of the stipulated season.
    The protected areas sometimes can have a negative impact for individuals who frequently utilize these areas as a means of income to feed their families. Alternatively they can improve the livelihood of individuals if they are managed correctly to benefit the locals.  
  

5. Do you think it’s possible to achieve responsible action for life on land? Why or Why not?
     It is imperative to develop an increased understanding amongst locals and any actions taken would be achievable as long as if they are doable at the individual level. Enabling conditions needed for choosing and implementing such actions. The success or failure of many actions is largely influenced by the various institutional frameworks in place.
    Collective restoration will become an increasingly important action as more ecosystems become degraded and as demands for their services continue to grow. Decision-makers must consider and make explicit the consequences of all options. Trade-offs must be made between law makers, citizens and government, which allows for incentives being offers to locals for implementing things such as greenhouses, green parks etc.
Making the information readily available and understandable to a wide range of affected stakeholders is crucial to the success. It is therefore critical to build necessary supporting instrumental literature and projects; enabling conditions like transparency, markets, education and needed actions to work efficiently and equitably.
   A legally binding agreement is generally likely to have a much stronger effect than a soft law agreement. The establishment of subsidiary bodies with authority and resources to undertake specific activities to enhance the implementation of the agreements is vital to ensure continuity, preparation, and follow-up to complex issues. 
     The introduction of production subsidies; through either the low prices of products that result from the subsidies or being direct recipients of subsidies would beneficial but their removal  would be detrimental also to the wider community at large. Many of the poor does not have the economies of scale to undertake such project, assisting them grants a vast majority of participates in any ventures to be undertaken. 
    Where agriculture already dominates landscapes, the maintenance of biodiversity within these landscapes is an important component of total biodiversity conservation efforts, and, if managed appropriately, can also contribute to agricultural productivity and sustainability through the ecosystem services that biodiversity provides such as through pest control, pollination, soil fertility, protection of water courses against soil erosion, and the removal of excessive nutrients.
    Slowing the global growth in nutrient loading and the reduction of nutrient pollution at reasonable costs can ultimately see the reversed in desertification. Protected areas, restoration ecology, and markets for ecosystem services will have higher chances of success if these actions are reflected in the national development strategies or in poverty reduction strategies, in the case of many developing countries. Reduce use of pesticides and fertilizers in lawn care.



6. How can education improve in your community so that the next generation has the tools and mindset to take responsible action for life on land?
     Promoting biodiversity in the community can provide individuals with educational, hands-on opportunities to make positive impact on their environment. Sustainable development should be structured to ascertain positive results for the present generation without compromising those of the future generations. There is a need to sensitize young people to their roles and responsibility in this process to better understand, how consumption impacts biodiversity at local and global levels
    Greening projects interlinked with projects such as reduce, reuse, and recycle can be implemented at the community level. Composting both reduces the overall waste stream and landfill space and it provides natural slow-release fertilizer for flowers or vegetable gardens. Everyone in the world depends on natural ecosystems to provide the resources for a healthy and secured life. Humans have made unprecedented changes in ecosystems in recent decades to meet their expanding populations and booming economy. Their activities have taken the planet to the wave of species extinctions, further threatening our own well-being.  
   The pressures on water, air, and natural ecosystems will increase globally in coming decades unless human attitudes and actions change. Thus there is a need for using more environmentally friendly products for cleaning. This reduces chemical contamination of habitats both during manufacturing and when those chemicals go down the drain. Greater responsible should be taken for the proper disposal of unfriendly waste.
    By reducing the energy demand would see the reduction both in carbon dioxide release into the atmosphere, which contributes to global warming, and the need to disturb habitat for fossil fuel prospecting and extraction. There can be an incorporation of renewable energy and/or energy efficiency into the home. An important goal of education for sustainable development with the main focus of the biodiversity education to create knowledge, interest and the necessary skills for empowering people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development. 
There should be an understanding that communities are pivotal for changing the attitudes towards environmental issues; and partnerships which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 
    Teachers and parents have an integral part to play in the preparation for children to face the real life issues they may routinely encounter in efforts to gain an increasing awareness for self determination of the intricate linkages between environmental and its sustainability.
