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Introduction

Gender Equality as the name implies cannot be possible. But if gender equality means every human being should be given what is due; freedom of education, freedom of information, right of ownership, right to everything. This might be possible.
Gender equality as promulgated by Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) means every individual no matter the gender should be entitled to: fundamental rights of individual; civil and political right; spiritual right; public and political right; including social, economic and cultural rights. The main purpose of this declaration is the prohibition of privileging some rights at the expense of others

On every 8th day of March, the women’s day celebration is held to reiterate the call for gender equality globally. There are many activities the advocates of this call engage in to further make their voices heard. In other words, March is Women’s History month which marks the official convening period of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) (Pierce, 2019). Many activities held globally in this month (March), highlight the efforts by local and international communities to address issues of gender equity.

At the global level the 30 Articles on the 30 Articles which cover the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 70 is still working to ensure freedom equity and dignity for all. This declaration that was drafted in 1946-1948 was continuously filled with optimism and illusions that the world and women folk would still do not understand (Pierce, 2019).

When we talk of gender equity or equality, we mean being fair to all and sundry. To show fairness with regards to every human being no matter the gender, status, religion etc. The fairness could not be possible without the total submission by all stakeholders, including individuals (women), who should know that they have this God-given right. No one is superior to the other in terms of being male or female (I.A, 1997). The Qur’an says: 

   “O you people (refers to male and female)! surely We have created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes and families that you may know each other; surely the most honorable of you in the sight of God is the one among you most careful of (obligatory duty, law); surely God is Knowing, Aware.” (Chapter 49, verse 13).

Therefore, it is on this background that the first declaration of human right; rights of women’s folk was promulgated by the creator of both men and women. According to religious background no man is superior to any woman unless it is by virtue of human physique and other general physically or biologically feat. For example, no woman would seek equity in relation to having muscle, moustache, or gruff voice which are identified with male counterparts. Similarly, no man should seek equity with the feminine feat of pregnancy, or breastfeeding (AbdulBaqiy, 2022). It is along the above background that the first question would be addressed as follows:

(1) Why is the UN’s goal of Gender Equality, in your opinion?
The reason is as depicted by (Pierce, 2019) on gender equality: “It is important to recognize that we are dealing with systemic issues. The problems have been institutionalized within structural racism and sexism. These issues are present across our city, country and globe’’.  

On this note, since this gender   inequality has cut across nation like America and other so called Freedom fighter countries. The United Nations have decided to do something even if it is on papers to address the issues. Moreover, if the Western countries would still be battling with the issue of gender equality in many aspects: pay equity in New York, health, and lack of leadership opportunities, nothing will change (Ebanks, 2019). Much have been done on the issue of gender equality since 539 B.C. to promulgate freedom and gender equality as follows: The Cyrus Cylinder tablet of 539 B.C. –recognized by many as the world’s first charter of human rights, containing proclamations of freedom and equality made by Cyrus the Great, the first king of ancient Persia; The Magna Carta of 1215-establishing new rights and making the king of England subject to the law; The petition of Right of 1628 - setting out the rights and liberties of the people as opposed to the British Crown; The United States Declaration of Independence of 1776 – proclaiming the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; The Constitution of the United States of America of 1787 - forming the fundamental law of the US federal system of government and defining the basic rights of citizens; The 1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen- in France, establishing that all citizens are equal in the eyes of the law; in 1791 The US Bill of Rights- limiting the powers of the federal government and protecting the rights of all citizens, residents and visitors on United States territory; the 1864, The First Geneva Convention- setting standards of international law; and lastly, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of  1948-the first charter proclaiming the thirty rights to which every human being is entitled  (Rights, 2019). 
All the above declarations were made to promote justice and dignity for all…But the argument is do we see improvement on particularly the issue of gender equality? Does gender equality improve in especially the developed countries that promulgate it: Or it is just as the saying goes “After much is said and done, much is said than done?”  (AbdulBaqiy, 2022)
Gender inequality is still rampant in the developed nations like America, on this note in June 2015, Major de Blasio established the Commission on Gender Equity (CGE) to address issues of inequality and discrimination facing girls, women, and transgender and gender non-binary persons regardless of ability, age, ethnicity/race, faith, gender expression, immigrant status, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status.

Also, Jacqueline M. Ebanks, Executive Director of Commission on Gender Equality (CGE) who has worked for over 30 years promoting economic and social justice for women, girls and marginalized communities underscored the important role of international and local actors play in advancing the gender equity agenda (as cited in (Pierce, 2019). This shows the problem associated with this gender issue agenda. When international communities do not take it seriously or use it at their advantage. The women folk and the promoters of this gender equity would continue to lose hope on this gender issues.
(2) How would you describe the current state of Gender equality in the world?
The current state of gender equality in the world is rather illusive because as stated above almost all aspects of human freedom women are denied. For example, in our so-called black nation (Nigeria) inclusive, women are denied the right to seek education. Even the God-given rights to seek religious education coupled with formal education as would make their life better women are hardly allowed to seek. This is on the pretext of, women are only instructed to obey their husbands and get into paradise. This religiously inclined bigotry made African women muted in black hardship. Because they cannot even say what they like talk less of what they dislike (Topbas, 2010). 

It is for the above reason, and it is also important for women to encourage the men in their lives to pay more attention to capturing the voices of women around them- the mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, colleagues and friends. It is a wake-up call to ‘Break the Bias’ and create an inclusive world where differences are valued, and strengths are celebrated together (Badejo, 2022). The gender equality issue is laden with illusive ideas which would never be feasible.For example, the drafters of this so called agenda can hardly go by what they drafted; there is mass misrepresentation of women in strategic position in democracy (Terrel, 2021).
      (3) What changes need to happen to achieve Gender equality?
This could be addressed when women know their position in the building of any nation; women being the first school for everybody. Their right was initially given by God, when He made men to live in their wombs for months, to be breastfed and bathed for years by these women, who were later on despised and named fair sex by ignorant human beings. Although, women are not usually strong as men but they have more influence than men in many terms: as mothers, children, sisters, wives. It is pertinent to mention here that Islam regards women as source of blessing for a man. When a girl child is born to a man, she becomes the reason for him to get into paradise, when he marries a woman; she completes half of his religion, when a woman becomes a mother, paradise lies on her feet. In all these scenarios, man is not even equated with woman’s status. Also, for example, when she is a daughter, if the man takes care of her- in terms of education, health and other socio-economic development to the time she gets married. She becomes reason for the man (father) to get rewarded with paradise. When she marries a man (husband), she completes half of his religion (Sayyid, 1970). That is a woman (wife) simplifies a man’s way to paradise.  Similarly, woman as a mother, and when a man (son)  obeys her and shows utmost respect and care for her, she takes up her foot that is (paradise lies under her feet), man gets salvations and blessings throughout his life by women’s folk. An Arab poet says: “A mother (woman) is a first school, if you have organized her life for better. You have organized a good generation…”

In line of the above scenarios, the Prophet of Islam says: “Nobody respects women but the nice man, and nobody humiliates them but the nasty man”. Many women are being humiliated all over the globe including Islamic nations. Even though, they have good examples on how to treat women for better (Topbas, 2010). 
(4) Do you think it is possible to achieve Gender Equality in the world? Why or why not?
The issue of gender equality in the world is relative to the environment concerned. Even though, religious texts have categorically given women their rights. But there are some certain issues that women are tempted to seek which would hardly be obtained even in the developed nation. For example, a woman would hardly be the President of U.S.A and other highest-ranking position in many countries. The reason for that might be because America is too big for a woman to control!
However, it is not this kind of gender issue that should be addressed first. One of the first major problems facing mankind today is racism (Pierce, 2019). The developed world can send a man to the moon but cannot stop man from hating and fighting his fellow man. Similarly, the right of other women is protected, while the right of other women is denied. For, in India, Muslims school girls were denied to wear head scarf- while the world kept muted. In Iraq, during the second Gulf war, Iraqi women were brutalized and raped by the invaders (AbdulBaqiy, 2022). But there was nothing done or propagated. This makes it clear that the so called Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) favours other (race or religion) over the other.

Lately, African students studying in Ukraine were denied the right to travel to a safety- when they were instructed to leave Ukraine to the border of Poland… In fact, the border guards favoured their Ukrainian counterparts over the African students (refugees) leaving the war zone. Therefore, religious leaders have to do what should be done to reduce this inequality not only between gender but between fellow human beings (Badejo, 2022) and (Sayyid, 1970). The former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein pointed out this, "Religious leaders, with their considerable influence on the hearts and minds of millions of people, are potentially very important human rights actors." (Article 18: Freedom of Religion).
The government of the countries concerned should be sincere in their declaration of human rights including the gender equality. The Article No 18: Freedom of Religion is being utilized in favour of some people over the others as explained above. Some people may decide to go naked (nudists) just for fun or for being Eco-friendly, or being instinctively animalistic. The so called UDHR activists say: “They have the right; they have freedom to do it”. But when some women decide to be religiously inclined- to cover their body or rather be chaste. You will hear some people shouting: “Extremists, religious bigotry, they do not have the right, we live in a civilized country! They are uncivilized!”
What should be actualized in relation to this gender issue is, at this juncture; going by the religious background of the people concerned. Here it would be reiterated that Islam sees a woman, whether single or married, as an individual in her own right, with the right to own and dispose of her property and earnings without any guardianship over her (whether that be her father, husband, or anyone else). She has the right to buy and sell, give gifts and charity, and may spend her money as she pleases (Topbas, 2010). This was promulgated before all the above mentioned declarations.  But the problem is lack of knowldege as to the rights of women and this caused many men with pausity of religious and formal knowledge to deny women their right as enshrined in the religious texts.It is argued that you would hardly find where women rights are protected seriously outside the fold of Islam. However, many women in Islamic nations are living in terrible situations because, they lack knowledge of their religion and lack formal education to make their voice heard as to protect their God-given right.
(5) How can education lead to a world with Gender Equality?
It is pertinent to have education in all its ramifications if the world wants to have gender equality. Because as it is said, “Man becomes an enemy of what he does not know”. However, many women were seduced to look for what is not instinctively feminine; something they are not naturally endowed to perform. For example, physical combats in the battle field, working as labourers with the physical activities attached with this kind of job. Even though, there are woman with an exceptional capability and capacity, but women should not be relegated to this hardship. They should be pampered, respected, and protected from all hardships. 
Even though the UDHR called upon all member countries to publicize the text of the Declaration and ‘to cause it to be disseminated, displayed, read and expounded principally in schools and other educational institutions, without distinction based on the political status of countries or territories (Rights, 2019). Empowering women with education and other socioeconomic facilities will make this world a gender equality-friendly. But many countries or stakeholders of this gender equality do not take it serious.
The reason for this negligence is obvious because many citizens (females) inclusive were not educated or enlightened on these gender issues. Lack of knowledge of this Human Rights, gender equality and the bias attached on implementation make this declaration a mere annual celebration, propagation, fun and fanfare.
(6) How can education improve in your community so that the next generation has the tools and mindset to improve Gender Equality?
The next generation in my community will have an improve gender equality when they have been registered into schools- to get both formal and informal education. This would be coupled with subscription into any sector which demands a woman concerned. Women being allowed to work in Health sectors, Security outfits, Educational outfits will break the paradigm. This could be possible when majority of citizens are educated very well on the philosophy of religion firstly, and secondly, that women are not despised when they are given necessary education and enlightenment coupled with giving them what they are better for (AbdulBaqiy, 2022).
Even though from personal experience, I learnt that some people in my community have now a mindset that sending their children to School of Health Sciences (especially female children) would attract high pay when they are employed. I think these parents should do as my father did. He had the philosophy that female child should be educated before marriage. This he did in relation to his three daughters; all are now qualified specialized Nursing officers working in a Federal Hospital. It is obvious by the way these 3 sisters live with their families; their welfare has been improved for better. Also, their husbands had to submit to the call of the gender equality; allowing women to have education and make better life in their community.
One of the 3 sisters who was adopted and educated by my father once said: “If I had not been educated by Baba, I would have been a demoralized and wretched woman, and you would not have been hearing about me…”.

In conclusion, gender equality is a good idea if it means maintaining rights and justice; to treat everybody and everything according to its due; to judge truthfully; to behave toward all in a balanced and moderate manner.
The UHRD activists should make a serious example in their countries by giving women their due right; they should give them whatever positions the fit in. For example, we do hope to see a female as President of the United States of America. The women should not be discriminated based on their gender (fair sex); they should be given all rights and privileges as long as it would not be detriment to their naturally inclined feminine gender.
Religious institutions have long given women equality with men based on the rights to be conscious and rightfully guided on anything that will help them to actualize what is better for women here and here after.
Governments of every country should adhere to the UDHR issues especially gender issues. However, this adherence should be related to the country concerned. On a general note, all stakeholders should develop the female gender with equilibrium or more than the male folk. Because if you educate a male, you educate an individual. But if you educate a female, you educate the society. Until gender equality addresses the issue of giving somebody more than his/her rightful due, which means to violate the rights of others, while giving him/her less than his/her rightful due, while usurping his/her rights, that is, to violate justice. This issue gender would always be on papers.
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