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Introduction
Eight per cent of the children population in the world's 787 million primary school-age children do never attend basic school, according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, with a total of 8. 4 million children. According to UNESCO (2019), during the pre-pandemic period when the world was anticipating to recover, the number of children without basic education has quadrupled. Contrastingly, developed countries worst affected by the pandemic barely recovered from the impact of COVID-19 lockdown, generally preventing social distance and children from attending schools during and aftermath of the pandemic. Of the world’s children population fifty-eight million children who have dropped out of elementary school translates to fifty-eight million youngsters who will never get the opportunity to learn how to read and write.

Education is one of the top goals in a society's strategy for dynamic growth and social-economic values. The right to education promotes cultural inclusivity and peaceful, discrimination-free coexistence. Kids and adolescents, in particular, deserve equitable chances in education; more so, adults require motivation for lifelong learning. The fundamental purpose of any country's educational programmes is to ensure that all citizens have equal access to quality education and that all citizens have a voice in their country's general well-being. This is the fundamental purpose of any country's educational programmes towards development. Education-centered policies should also ensure that residents have the information, skills, and attitudes required by the labour market.
The rights of humans are inextricably intertwined; the fulfilment of an individual's rights enables the achievement of another. As a result, the right to education is not only an independent human right. Similarly, this is a critical element that is a necessary component in the fulfilment of other human rights. Fundamental human rights to education are the impetus underpinning the development of human capability, both individually and collectively. Individuals become convinced of the significance of establishing their own futures, becoming involved in the realization of their own rights as well as the rights of others, engaging in community activities, as well as maintaining control over the actions of the government toward them, such as the privileges and social inequalities that may arise in such contexts as a result of their education. Following the release of the 30 declarations in November 2018 to mark the 70th anniversary of the UDHR, which was adopted in Paris on December 10, 1948, this paper will mainly focus on education (Zendeli, 2017).
Justification for Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):
[bookmark: _GoBack]UDHR several of the essential principles that fueled the contemporary human rights movement emerged during the wake of WWII and the Holocaust[footnoteRef:1], culminated in the UN General Assembly adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Paris in 1948. Ancient civilizations are unfamiliar with universal human rights[footnoteRef:2]. The notion of natural rights, which was popularized throughout the European Enlightenment by theorists like John Locke, Francis Hutcheson, and Jean-Jacques Burlamaqui, was the actual predecessor of the human rights debate[footnoteRef:3]. Contemporary human rights justifications originated during the second part of the 20th century as a response to oppression, brutality, holocaust, and war crimes and as a requirement for a healthy society. [1:  Protection of Human Rights under Universal International Law. www.un.org. Retrieved 25 June 2021.]  [2:  Human Rights Law. www.un.org. 2 September 2015. Retrieved 20 August 2020.]  [3:  Protection of Human Rights under Universal International Law. www.un.org. Retrieved 25 June 2021.] 

Human Right Theories: 
According to natural law concepts, human rights are based on the existence of a "natural" moral, religious, or even biological order that is distinct from transitory human laws or their traditions.
Socrates and Plato shared Socrates' belief in the presence of natural justice or natural right (dikaion physikon, v, Latin Juris naturale), which they developed further in their own works. One of the most well-known of them is Aristotle, who is commonly referred to as the "Founder of Natural Law" (Shellens, 1959), but the evidence for this is based mostly on the interpretations of his work provided by Thomas Aquinas (Jaffa, 1979).
On what all men could agree, Thomas Hobbes created a contractualist theory of legal positivism in the seventeenth century, that is in "what they desired (pleasure) was contested, but what they dreaded could be agreed upon (violent death at the hands of another). The natural law is how a sensible human being would behave to live and thrive. It was found by examining the inherent rights of mankind rather than natural law. According to Hobbes, mankind could only obey natural law if they obeyed the sovereign's demands; this was in line with the social contract between the ruled and the governor's notion.
During the second treatise, John Locke included natural law into many of his principles, that if the ruler violated natural law and failed to defend "life, liberty, and property," Locke said, people may legitimately topple the current state and form a new one.
Among those developing a secular understanding of natural law in the liberal tradition is Belgian philosopher Frank van Dun[footnoteRef:4]. Emerging secular natural law theories identify human rights as derived from universal human dignity. Kohen (2007) reaffirmed the same phrase that "human rights" has gained favour in recent years, while the concept of natural rights largely diminished[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  van Dun, Frank. "Natural Law". Retrieved 28 December 2007.]  [5:  Weston, Burns H. "Human Rights". Encyclopedia Britannica Online, p. 2. Retrieved 18 May 2006.] 

Dilemma Over the Definite Human Rights Law:
The human rights theory significantly influenced international human rights law and global and regional organisations[footnoteRef:6]. State and non-state actions that determine global public policy[footnoteRef:7]. "If the public discourse of peacetime global society has a basic moral vocabulary, then is that of human rights." Its bold statements continue to evoke criticism and discussion regarding the substance, nature, and reasons of human rights. Despite memorandum of understanding that human rights have included a wide range of rights (Burns H. Weston, 2014) such as the right to a fair trial, protection against enslavement, prohibition of genocide, free speech[footnoteRef:8] or perhaps the right to education, there is a difference in opinion atop grey which of the above specific laws should indeed be contained within the overall context of global rights. [6:  The United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights, What are human rights?. Retrieved 14 August 2014]  [7:  Beitz 2009]  [8:  Macmillan Dictionary (2014), human rights – definition. Retrieved 14 August 2014, "the rights that everyone should have in a society, including the right to express opinions about the government or to have protection from harm"] 

Equal Access to Education for All:
While in her bold step fighting the course against the lack of basic education for children across the globe, especially children that have been deprived of basic education, the philistine born education for all children activist in the person Malala Yousafzai reaffirmed “girls' education is key to fighting climate change”. Furthermore, she reiterated during a virtual panel because she believes teaching girls and young women, especially in poor nations, could offer children a better opportunity at pursuing green careers and contribute to the solution of climate change in their own communities[footnoteRef:9]. This has well-positioned to establish the fact that children are the focus for sustainable development. This must involve both the private and public sector’s commitment and with the right policies the gap would be closed; otherwise, accountability education policies would strike a balance. [9:  Lin Taylor (2021) Defeating Poverty, Thomson Reuters Foundation, Retrieved from:  https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/malala-girls-education-key-to-fight-climate-change/#:~:text=Speaking%20to%20a%20virtual%20panel,change%20are%20not%20separate%20issues.
] 


CHALLENGES AFFECTING EDUCATION SYSTEMS: 
The role of Colonial activity, policy and lack of sustainability: 
In the case of Nigeria, which borrowed its education system from the British system of education, the Federal Ministry of Education oversees education while local councils are responsible for administering the state-controlled school curriculum. It is separated into the nursery, primary, secondary, and tertiary education systems, also known as the 6-3-3-4 system of education. However, since Nigeria got its independence from Britain, the federal government has been unstable, making it difficult to adopt a uniform set of education policies (Ajibade, 2019). Presently, Nigeria represents the country with the largest population of out-of-school learning teenagers worldwide. Nigeria's school system in the Southern part of the country is distinct from the North. The education system is divided into segments by quality, curriculum, and finance (Abdullahi et al, 2014). Nigerian system of education is characterized as compulsory, undefined. As such, the education system is divided into two, between the Islamic and Western forms of education. The category of children under the Islamic form of education also known as Almajiri at a very tender age (approximately 3 years old) is subjected to travel to northern Nigerian cities renowned for providing Qur’anic form of education other than the western form of education to study while the government claimed primary education is compulsory to children and their psychological development of those children are left at the custody of the Qur’anic teacher. After their Qur’anic recitations, these children are seen roaming from door-to-door begging for what remains from household meals as early as six in the morning, at noon and seven in the evening, whiles some stationed themselves at street junctions begging for alms with shabby clothes, poor health condition, no parental guidance and nor form of social protection such children are deprived their human right to basic education. Such is the form of Islamic education in northern Nigeria which is a system that was handed over when the Islamic Caliphates invaded and was established in northern Nigeria. Since that period, such a system of education is being practised until this time. Another form of education is intertwined, with two sets of education systems; the public and private systems (Iyanuoluwa, 2020) but with overreliance on foreign donations to facilitate education for all goals with the SDG goals through the Universal Basic Education (UBE) which is as well characterized by corruption.  
Unstable Government Structure, Systems: 
Several factors led to unsustain education in warring nations, especially Nigeria, Chad, Mali and South Sudan among which is inequality. Several African nations lack funding and infrastructure, coupled with several years of internal conflict, coupled with impoverished and uneducated people, making promoting efficient education difficult to develop. Several conventional cultural attitudes concerning women and girls also make it harder for females than boys to receive an education. Lack of a conducive environment for learning, characterized by the lack of or poor learning materials, unqualified instructors or teachers, with several schools of learning in Africa lacking infrastructure or maintaining the already existing ones in existence since colonial rule.  
Structural inequality in Education:
The institutional disparity is defined as prejudice embedded in businesses, agencies, governments, or social networks whereby the structure of organisations, institutions, governments, or social networks has ingrained biases that favour some members while marginalising or penalising others. As a result, social inequality arises.
Discrimination in education refers to unequal access to education and educational achievements for pupils. The variations in educational opportunity among pupils in the United States stem from government policies, school choice, family wealth, parenting style, implicit bias towards the student's race or ethnicity, and school resources.  The disparity in education causes wealth discrimination and rising jail numbers in the US (Gary et al, 2005).
There are many examples of uneven accessibility to property rights, health care, education, and other physical or financial resources. Slavery in solitary and the repression of the civil rights of minorities afterwards are thought to have made American society more unequal, which then spread to other countries. Achieving high academic achievement in high school, college, and the workforce has been encouraged and maintained in the United States through structured institutions such as the public school system thereby striking a balance of state spending among school districts, officials assess disparities (Linda et al, 2007).
Policymakers must devise a plan based on per-pupil revenue and student needs. For minorities to succeed academically and professionally, critical race theory is part of continuous discrimination in public schools and the workplace. Disparities occur when some social groupings are not similar, whether it is social injustice, racism, discrimination, or oppression. Property rights, voting rights, freedom of expression and association, access to health care and education are all examples of social status (Liao, 2009).
Right Environment for Learning:
Africa and other developing countries have struggled over the years been displaced by conflict, migrated from one region to the other as a result of poverty and hunger caused by climate change, countries such as South Sudan, Mali, Ethiopia, Kenya have on a yearly basis experienced drought. 
[image: ]
Figure 1: Village school in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Sudan
Finally, generally, civilizations don't seem to like boarding schools for their children's education. The erstwhile British colonists or Commonwealth countries like India, Pakistan, Nigeria, and other former African possessions of Great Britain, boarding schools are favoured. For example, in Ghana, most secondary schools are boarding (Smith, 2004). In Africa and some parts of developing countries, educating or providing education for the child is seen as a privilege and not seen as their right.










Conclusion:
Quality education, no doubt, is the bedrock of a tolerant, development-friendly, and wealthy society. Education is a vital human right recognised by all democratic treaties and constitutions. However, we are still working on improving education quality and its system. According to the international accords, basic education is considered a fundamental human right, but not higher education. 
In this context, the UNHRC deems higher education ‘equally attainable for everyone based on merit'. Higher education is therefore dependent on one's ability, although such abilities to some have been thwarted by either internal or external factors such as war, conflict, poverty, poor policy leading to several migrating to developed countries in search of a better life whereby those formulating the policy have zero connection with reality.  UN Convention on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1966) Article 13 (c) stipulates that the provision of higher education must be equitably available to all, justified by children's ability, by all necessary measures, inclusive of the gradual adoption of the system of free education. 
As the UN Convention on Children's Rights asserts, making higher education accessible to everyone on the basis of ability by all acceptable means. However, in certain countries, higher education is linked to personal/individual merits, whilst in other nations, it is linked to one's financial ability. Should policies makers need to strengthen the educational system by their policies and continuously maintaining educational standards, some of the rich elites in developing countries would not consider their subjects studying in some of the best and most expensive institutions overseas; as against the human rights values to provide quality education for all which lead to disparity based on quality and standard where in general, higher education is seen as a public benefit supported by taxpayers’ funds and an economic value for the elite over the poor.
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