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[bookmark: _Toc86797111]Introduction
The United Nations’ Department of Economic Affairs posits that based on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by all member States in 2015 that provides a blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and in the future. At the heart of this blueprint are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, which are an urgent call for action by all countries developed and developing into a global partnership since for everyone to benefit, they must work together. It aims at finding, means of strengthening the means implementation and revitalization of global partnership for sustainable development.
Some of the major targets of this Sustainable Development Goals include strengthening domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to developing countries, to improve domestic tax capacity and other revenue collection, mobilize additional financial resources for countries from multiple sources, assisting developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce debt distress, adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries, promote a universal, rule-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization, including through the conclusion of negotiations under its Delta Development Agenda, enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and policy coherence, enhance policy coherence for sustainable development among others.
It is overly important to teach about partnerships goals since it is the most important and crucial sustainable development goal as it plays a big role in determining the success of the other 16 Sustainable Development Goals. Through the push for global partnerships, nations with additional or surplus resources will provide additional support to nations with fewer resources needed to commit to development challenges.


1. [bookmark: _Toc86797112]What is the UN’s Goal of Partnerships in your opinion?
The United Nations Sustainable Development goal of partnerships generally is a global goal. The main aim of this goal is to put up support networks between the developing and developed countries across the globe. This is so because the realization of sustainable development initiatives will thrive only through working together. The partnership goal is the most important goal of all the United Nations Sustainable Development goals due to the fact that the rest of the goals depend on it. In order to reach these goals, governments, the private sector, academics and the regular people need to work together which translates to the fact that for everyone to benefit, everyone needs to contribute.
The goal of the partnership focuses on building and improving partnerships between countries and international organizations. This would therefore mean that regions that generally have more resources will provide additional support to areas with fewer financial resources to commit to development challenges. A report in 2017 done by the European Commission for instance shows that the European Union is the world’s biggest donor to development projects. A massive 57% of global Official Development Assistance (ODA) or international aid came from the European Union.
Another focus of the United Nations goal of partnerships is to help in influencing trade between countries. This will ensure that developing countries have fair opportunities for exports which will in turn improve their economic statuses. Based on available reports and data, this is already happening as was reported by the UN indicating that as of 2017, 79% of imports from developing countries arrived in developed countries duty free. This in turn saves the exporting country money while at the same time giving them more access to global markets.
The goal of the partnerships is also considered at the grassroots levels. This therefore means that projects done at the grassroots level should be aligned to the directions of the initiatives by the UN so that partnerships for the goals and a healthy network of like-minded people can help foster change at a faster rate.
At an international level, cooperation will aid in the ensuring that development assistance is sent to the right place. For instance developing countries may have fewer resources to help in the eradication of the effects of natural disaster or pandemics. This therefore means that financial aid will be needed from the nations with more resources to bail them out.
Partnerships are also very crucial for capacity building in developing countries. Capacity building involves empowering individuals and organizations alike with the knowledge, tools, and other resources they need to reach their goals. This capacity building fits into the picture of development as it helps to support national plans to achieve the other 16 sustainable development goals.
2. [bookmark: _Toc86797113]What is the State of Partnerships in the World?
The concept of global partnerships according to the United Nations report on post-2015 development agenda posits that it has been around for many decades and countries have used an array of forms of its engagement. The global partnership for development as it is today was conceived at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 where the member states in one accord decoded that there was need to create a conducive environment for development at national and global levels. This targeted aid, trade, debt relief and an improved access to new technologies and essential medicines. This was however expanded to a more expansive and inclusive approach under the sustainable development goals.
According to a report done by the United Nations system task team on the post-2015 development agenda, having been in existence for decades, partnerships can play an important role in mobilizing additional resources or promoting awareness of certain issues across the globe. Rather than being a substitute to the global partnership for development, they can complement existing international commitments to foster progress towards achieving the internationally agreed sustainable development goals. While partnerships make vital and important contributions to development across the globe, they also have some downfalls. This is due to their ad hoc nature and their focus, mostly on short-term issues, hence these partnerships have a poor track record in promoting systemic change; it is also difficult to link them to national development priorities and to foster coherence across different partnerships, including knowledge sharing.

A main weakness of the present global partnership is the lack of accountability of its different stakeholders. This is partly due to a large discrepancy between the level of ambition contained in the targets for the Millennium Development Goal 8 which was later developed in Sustainable Development Goal 17 and the choice of indicators, which falls far short from those ambitions, as seen with targets on the trading and financial system and its subsequent indicators. There is a lack of clear quantifiable and time-bound targets, in some cases; or a choice of indicators which reduces the level of ambition substantially. MDG 8 has often been criticized for perpetuating a ‘donor-recipient’ country relation rather than a true partnership between countries. Being the only goal that assigns responsibilities to developed nations and its focus on aid has further added to this.
According to (Adva, 2015), the concept of partnerships is likely to broaden. Previously the focus was on public-private partnerships at a multinational level but now the focus is shifting and emphasizing the role of local private sectors. Besides this, there has been a growing consensus on some of the factors that are needed for partnerships to succeed. These include aligned agendas, common language, shared objectives, matching timelines and strong leadership throughout organizations and governments.
(Adva, 2015), further reveals that as partnerships evolve across the globe, new challenges arise that include how to handle them and ensure that there is accountability and with the emergence of the post-2015 development agenda, the need to deploy them in an effective manner.
3. [bookmark: _Toc86797114]What Changes need to happen to Achieve Effective Partnerships?
According to the United Nations system task team on the post-2015 development agenda, any future partnership for development must be based on a compelling narrative around a truly universal global agenda. The challenges of today and the transformative change needed to achieve sustainable development will require collective action from all countries based on their individual capacities across the various goals. A dual-structure could be designed to effectively define the global partnership for development as an intrinsic part of the post 2015 agenda. 

A stand-alone goal on the global partnership for development with explicit commitments for all countries could aim to create a global enabling environment for development by promoting the contribution of various partners and covering areas of common and in some cases differentiated responsibilities. 
In regard to target setting and in order to capture the concept of common but differentiated responsibilities, national targets and indicators could be defined to reflect the specific contributions of each country depending on their particular context. Complementing this stand-alone goal on global partnership, specific targets could be defined for partnerships under each goal. This would help to further strengthen the link between the specific goals in the post 2015 agenda and the means of achieving them. It would also help to reflect the contributions of multi-stakeholder partnerships in a more systematic and integrated manner.
The targets and focus areas outlined under the sustainable development goal of partnerships remain crucial and relevant. These entails issues related to resource mobilization for development, trade, debt relief, and access to essential medicines and technology. While commitments on official development assistance must be strengthened and met, these should also address quality aspects such as aid efficiency. Moreover, the renewed global partnership for development can champion for innovative forms of development finance and development assistance that goes beyond traditional donors. 
The renewed global partnership should also continue to foster dialogue on debt sustainability beyond its narrow focus on Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs) and should further look to build a more equitable multilateral trade system, concluding the Doha Round but also addressing supply-side constraints in developing countries, including through improved access to new technologies and long-term investment. In addition to these, a renewed global partnership should help to strengthen global governance by addressing existent gaps in international arrangements that constrain collective decision-making. Building the conditions for an inclusive and equitable system of global governance will be important to the implementation of a universal and transformative post 2015 development agenda. Improving the governance for migration and human mobility will also play an important role in the global partnership.
One of the greatest shortcomings of the partnerships goal lies in the delivery of its commitments. These are vastly due to lack of an effective and efficient monitoring and accounting system to measure progress on the targets associated with the partnerships goal. Through the creation of a tracking process in order to keep track of progress, a mutual accountability system will help in ensuring that commitments are being honored by all sides. In line with this, national, regional and global accountability systems need to reinforce each other.
Partnership goals need to include an increased and special attention on the needs of the least developed countries (LDCS), landlocked developed countries (LLDCs) and small-island developing states (SIDS) by aiming of mobilizing additional resources and strengthening commitments to support their development. While the renewed global partnership for development must continue to do so, it should extend the focus on the most vulnerable countries to also cover the needs of countries emerging from or suffering from conflict and/or political instability. Greater emphasis on facilitating market access for the most vulnerable countries and further enhancing their production capacities will be important to facilitate the kind of transformative change needed for development. Implementation of the Istanbul Program of Action would be an important step to address the key concerns of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc86797115]Do you think it is possible to Achieve Effective Partnerships? Why or Why not?
It is possible to achieve effective partnerships despite the challenges that they come with as they evolve over time. For there to be an effective partnership, there are a set of conditions that must be followed by the parties involved.
The first condition is that the parties involved should be frank about their goals. Effective partnerships start with conversations that quickly boil down to targeted goals. One of the biggest challenges is uncovering the other parties’ priorities so as to ensure that at the end of the day the partnership will make sense and thoughts align. The parties involved in the partnership need to clearly define their goals and articulate them to potential partners. This will ensure that the partnerships take each and everyone’s interest.

Secondly, finding the right and flexible personnel is also very key. Partnerships for sustainable development require work. The main challenge is ensuring that there are right people in key positions. These are people who besides being experts, are willing to put themselves out there and take a bit of risk. Partnerships for development are still a new and evolving process hence most institutions, whether companies, NGOs or donors do not have the policies, processes or leadership fully in place to support their formation. This will therefore need people who are willing to tweak processes and come up with new ideas to ensure effective partnership formations.
Thirdly, there is need to speak a common language by all parties involved in the partnerships. For instance an international development may say a project “promotes women’s empowerment,” while a company would categorize the same project as “meeting goals in workforce development and diversity”. 
Good communication is another essential factor for there to be a healthy partnership. There is need to have multiple high-level interconnections among all key players in the partnership as opposed to having all communication flow through  a single ‘point person’ at each organization. A ‘spider web’ of connection becomes overly important when there is personnel turnover, an eventuality any long-running partnership is sure to encounter. It is also crucial to note that once the communication links are in place, it is advisable to keep the conversation flowing.
Finally it is crucial to always remember the end goal of the partnership. This will play a big role in dictating the direction that the actions taken within the partnership. This will also play a big role in ensuring that there is accountability as well as knowing how best to adjust to effectively meet the goals of the partnership.
[bookmark: _Toc86797116]5. How can Education Lead to a World with Strong and Effective Partnerships to Achieve the Goals of the UN?
A recent work on teaching partnerships for sustainable development outlines that it is important to teach about partnerships since partnership goal is the most important and crucial sustainable development goal as it determines the success of the other 16 SDGs. 
The paper further clarifies that on many instances, these rights might be taken for granted by students across the globe and this can in turn exacerbate the issue (Heather, 2019). As seen earlier, the goal of the partnership focuses on building and improving partnerships between countries and international organizations. This would therefore mean that regions that generally have more resources will provide additional support to areas with fewer financial resources to commit to development challenges. A report in 2017 done by the European Commission for instance shows that the European Union is the world’s biggest donor to development projects. A massive 57% of global Official Development Assistance (ODA) or international aid came from the European Union.
Through the teaching of Standard Development Goal (SDG) 17 in the classroom, political and legal discourse is brought into the classroom. This will enable students to be in a position to relate with current status quo in the society and how it can be changed for the better in the future. This initiative will also enable students to learn a variety of subjects such as politics, history, law and sociology which are key and vital areas for helping students understand how the world works and how things can be improved for the better. It is therefore important to encourage teachers and tutors alike to place this SDG at the forefront of students’ minds when discussing a range of relevant topics in the classroom and in so doing, it will help students to understand and appreciate not only the importance of partnerships for development but also issues surrounding access to them.
According to Heather (2019), teaching this SDG will highlight various resource inequalities faced by different groups across the world and that it will show the students that cooperation is a precursor for enabling partnerships for development to all. This will also illustrate that power that groups from the grassroots level to the international level have in enforcing change for development in our societies. These values are the core foundation of becoming a global leader as they encourage wider interests in the world and other communities and the challenges that they may face. Teaching these issues can highlight some of the inequalities that students may not recognize and through this, they will recognize that they themselves have the power to influence and strengthen these institutions and make the world a better place.
Heather (2019) also suggests that participant learning has created a powerful global leadership framework that serves as the resource educators need to nurture global leadership among their students. It also helps teachers enrich lesson plans by focusing discussions on the issues surrounding partnerships on a global scale. There exists international challenges to the establishment of effective partnerships to all, hence learners should be made aware of these challenges and how institutions and regulators can both strengthen and weaken partnerships across the globe. Through teaching and the use of the global leadership framework, education can inspire and empower students to bring about the change needed for a more developed world.
[bookmark: _Toc86797117]6. What objectives, principles and Teaching Techniques are used in Education to Achieve Strong and Effective Partnerships?
Heather (2019) in their work outline that this SDG of partnerships for sustainable development should focus and emphasize on topics revolving around the importance of transparency in the partnership processes, the role equal opportunities need to play in laws and policies, the impact regulations can have on tackling resource inequalities and how legislation protects our resources to ensure development in developing countries. These are highly relevant subjects in modern society that should form part of the national and international discourse and the curriculum alike. Teachers are therefore obligated to help empower their students by ensuring these topics are discussed with the wider context pf SDG 17 in mind.
The British Council under their connecting classrooms program emphasize on using the pupil voice to build an inclusive school ethos that can travel beyond the classroom. In undertaking partnerships for sustainable development, the program postulates that the focus in this area should be towards helping pupils understand that they can contribute to their community by taking a lead and organizing a project. The clear objective is on how pupils can learn, in particular the skills and capacities needed to be creative. Creativity is achieved by working with others constructively to generate ideas, selecting the best ideas for development, working it through to completion and reflecting on the process and outcome. 

The objectives should revolve around three main focus areas that entail creativity and imagination that enables pupils to become more inquisitive, persistent, collaborative, imaginative and disciplined, citizenship that will enable them develop skills needed to contribute constructively to society and bring about the much needed positive change and finally critical thinking that will empower learners to develop the ability to think clearly and rationally about what they believe and what  to do, engage in reflective and independent thinking as well as making logical connections between ideas.
The British council’s program also outlines a clear and precise teaching technique for this SDG. It revolves around participant learning as highlighted earlier by (Heather, 2019). The teaching technique has four major steps in handling this SDG. The first step entails clarifying the task and thinking of ideas that would link a particular project that the learners are focusing on to the SDG 17. Here the pupils can put be put in groups and asked to brainstorm on as many ideas as possible on making effective and efficient partnerships within different departments in the school. The second step entails selecting an idea and devising an ordered action plan from the brainstorm done during the first step. The third step involves practicing, refining and improving on the selected ideas where the pupils will try things out, work together or on their own and giving good feedback while at it. The final step involves presenting to an audience and reviewing the outcome of the projects in relation to the SDG 17.
The principles in teaching about partnerships for development according to the British Council’s connecting classrooms program revolve around the principles of integrity, inclusivity, transparency and accountability.
[bookmark: _Toc86797118]7. How can Education Improve in your Community so that the next Generation has the Tools and mindset to Achieve Strong and Effective Partnerships?
Commonwealth (2017) outlines that quality and equity of education are problems across the commonwealth countries especially for children and young people from low income countries as learners in these countries struggle with reading and risk leaving school without basic skills for wok and life. This therefore means that they will be incapacitated in getting involved with matters centered on attaining strong and effective partnerships within our communities and in the long run at an international level.
Achieving the all-important 3 Rs’ that is reading, writing and arithmetic skills are very important especially in developing countries since the quality and quantity of education strongly influence the labour force, governance and operations of institutions. According to (Hanushek & Woessmann, 2008), scholarly evidence posit that cognitive skills have strong impacts on individuals’ earnings and on national economic growth. Stern (2002) further explains that for the low income populace, education can be a bulwark against volatility as fundamental skills learned in primary school can build resilience and help in the survival of families and the society at large when the government services are insufficient or during economic downturns. Providing access to education and learning can help in eradicating poverty even before it yields returns in the labour market.
Some of the major ways of improving education in our communities so that the next generation can be equipped with the necessary tools and mindset to achieve strong and effective partnerships include strengthening of early childhood education so as to create a strong and early foundation, considering the technique and language of instruction, strengthening of the teachers’ professional development due to the impact they will have on learners in regards to the global leadership framework as well as providing the right and relevant curricula.
Through the determination of the effective ways to equip the youth with skills is important to investing in their future and aiding them in realizing their potential to champion for strong and effective partnerships in our societies. It is therefore very important to invest in education and learning from the foundation years of Early Childhood Education to Technical and Vocational Education and Training as well as tertiary education and a continuing professional development and workplace learning to provide children and the youth with relevant skills and for communities to build resilience to changes and be able to champion for strong and effective partnerships.
The main focus of these improvements should however be centered and focused on creating a connection with the requirements of SDG 17 so that from an early age, the learners get equipped with the necessary tools and develop a mindset that will enable them champion for strong and effective partnerships for a better future and society. 
[bookmark: _Toc86797119]
Conclusion
In order to strengthen worldwide partnerships, there is need for collective action and responsibility. This therefore means that there is need to foster partnerships from the grassroots level through to the national and international levels. Through this, it will be imminent that there will be a strong foundation necessary for partnership goals across the globe.
As earlier seen, this a very important Sustainable Development Goal since without any significant progress in it, achieving the rest of the first 16 goals will be nearly impossible. This therefore calls for all countries to work together, align policies since in order to collectively attain global sustainable development, and for everyone to benefit, everyone needs to contribute.
International investments and support is needed to ensure innovative technological development, fair trade and market access especially for the developing countries. To build a better world, we need to be supportive, emphatic, inventive and passionate and above all cooperative.










References
Adva, S. (2015). Where Partnerships are Taking Global Development.
Commonwealth. (2017). Curriculum Framework for the Standard Development Goals.
Hanushek, E., & Woessmann, L. (2008). The Role of cognitive Skills in Economic Development. Journal of Economic Literature, 607-680.
Heather, H. (2019). Teaching Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. Global Education, Teaching Resources.
Secretariat, G. (2015). 17 Ways Education Influences the New 17 Global Goals. Global Partnership. Transforming Education.
Stern, N. (2002). Strategy for Development. Washington DC: WorldBank.










2

image1.png
Atlantic International University {‘“
“JAIU

for L





