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INTRODUCTION
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a “blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all” (UN 2020). These goals were set up by the United nations General Assembly in 2015 and they are intended to be achieved by the year 2030 by all member States. Among the 17 SDGs is Goal 6 for Access to safe water and sanitation. The official wording for this goal is “Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all”.  This is a call for universal access to safe drinking water; sanitation and hygiene (WASH) for all by 2030. For children, this goes beyond the confines of the household to a child’s space at school as well as  play. With children spending most of their time in school during the day, it is crucial to ensure safe drinking water and sanitation for their well-being and survival. This is a fundamental human right!  Sustainable Development Goal 6 focuses on the sustainable management of water resources, ecosystems and wastewater, acknowledging the significance of an enabling environment. Access to WASH and related hand washing facilities in schools enhances children’s growth and development, minimizes the spread of disease in school settings and helps contribute to education outcomes, including enrolment rates, attendance, and students’ cognitive functions. It also plays a role in securing gender equality and promoting inclusion. Several recent studies show that inadequate WASH services in schools contribute to higher repetition and dropout rates for girls, compared to boys of similar age and grade (WHO, UNICEF, 2018).
Water and sanitation are at the very core of the sustainable development goals. The SDGs urges countries to build and improve water infrastructure, hand wash facilities in schools that are child- disability and gender-sensitive, with the provision of safe drinking water. The purpose of this paper is to discuss why the UN goal of Clean Water and Sanitation is important in the twenty first century, how developing countries can ensure this goal is achieved by the year 2030. In this paper one will discuss whether it is possible to achieve clean water and sanitation in the world and how education can lead to a world of clean water and sanitation; how communities can acquire skills and tools to address the quality and sustainability of water and resources.  


QUESTION 1	
Why is the United Nation's goal of Clean Water & Sanitation important, in your opinion? 
The United Nation’s goal of clean water and sanitation is important because water is essential for life. Access to safe and reliable water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) is also a critical precondition for providing a safe school environment (World Health Organization, UNESCO, UNICEF, 2019). The UNESCO goal of clean water and sanitation is important to protect and promote health thereby reducing death rate and poverty. If human beings and plants are deprived of water they cannot survive for long. Water constitutes up to 65% of the human body whilst for the structure of plants it is 90%. In other words, no living thing can survive without water. Water and sanitation is therefore one of the Sustainable Development Goals that drive economic growth for many countries of the world as it contributes to activities such as domestic and commercial. People need water for drinking, cooking, producing food, manufacturing, cool power plants, sustaining eco systems etc.  Water is important for a human survival and to ensure people stay healthy and happy. About 15 hundred children in sub-Sahara Africa die of diarrhea which is caused by drinking or consuming dirty water (UNESCO, 2019). However, for many regions and communities in developing countries and Sub-Saharan Africa are faced with serious scarcity of water.
Water is the greatest resource that we need to conserve. It is useful for farming and animal production which contributes to economic growth and sustainability. The lack of quality clean water and sanitation has become a global crisis as it impact negatively on women and girls development. Collecting water on a daily basis is burdensome and time consuming. In many African societies it is the role of women and girls to collect water and they walk miles and miles to collect water for drinking, cooking and bathing. As a result impact on their education as they use their heads for carrying heavy containers of water instead of using their heads for thinking and doing their school work. In the long run this will affect their performance in school. In addition the shortage of water and sanitation facilities in schools affects many girls during their periods thus causing them to eventually drop out of school.


In some communities due to the lack of toilets people practice open defecation and during heavy rains the dirty washes into community water supply like rivers, streams or dams and people fetch the dirty water for cooking and drinking. With the provision of water and sanitation communities can quickly and radically reduce child mortality. Many children die of diseases like cholera and diarrhea after drinking contaminated water. Researchers have estimated that each year there are 1.3 to 4.0 million cases of cholera and 21, 000 to 143, 000 death worldwide due to cholera (WHO, 2019). 
Provision of clean water and sanitation can also improve the conditions for education thereby reducing problems of gender equality because it is women and girls who carry the burden in this area. It will also keep girls in school. This shows the interdependence of issues of issues. The right to water and sanitation is a human right hence the provision of such means respect of people’s human right. If human rights are respected there is peace and with peace comes development. 
QUESTION 2
How is the Clean Water & Sanitation in the world?
A lot of progress has been made in increasing access to safe drinking water and sanitation nonetheless billions and billions of people in rural areas lack such basic services. Research reveals that one out of three people do not have access to safe drinking water and two out of five people do not have basic hand-washing facility, soap and water and that at least 673 million people still practice open defecation (UN 2021). 
About 2.6 billion people have gained access to improved drinking water sources since 1990, but 663 million people still remain without access to it. Lack of water affects more than 40% of the world population, with this figure on the increase. More than 80% of wastewater resulting from human activities is discharged into rivers or sea without any pollution removal. Floods and other water-related disasters account for 70% of all deaths related to natural disaster (UN, 2021). 
The importance of access to safe water have is fundamental in the fight against the COVID-19. Communities and schools should have access to clean water for hand washing in order to prevent 


the deadly virus and preserve their health. Hand washing is the most effective action one can take in order to reduce the spread of COVID-19 (WHO, 2021) of preventing the the impact of COVID-19 could be detrimental to the lives of people living in poor households and slums as they have no access to clean water. 
Organizations like UNICEF, International Organization for Migration (IOM) are supporting the affected, at risk, low-capacity and fragile countries to have access to WASH services. 
QUESTION 3 
What changes need to happen to achieve Clean Water & Sanitation?
The most important change to achieve clean water & sanitation is behavior change. Once people change their attitudes, actions and practices it will yield great positive results. The change cannot happen overnight. Promoting good hygiene habits through education and capacity building will be at the top of the list for the different key players or actors. Communities should be taught the importance of WASH and how this contributes to their livelihoods and economic growth.
Empowering communities is key to achieving change in any given environment. Communities must be sensitized on water, infrastructure and sustainability. Equip them with skills like proper waste management systems and waste disposal. For people living in poor and rural areas they must be taught on how to construct proper toilets especially pit latrines so that they don’t practice open defecation.
Advocate for provision of safe water facilities whilst empowering the marginalized communities with WASH information.
QUESTION 4
Do you think it is possible to achieve clean water and sanitation in the around the world? Why or Why not? 
Yes, it is possible to achieve clean water and sanitation around the world as long as people are willing to achieve it. The following techniques could be used to achieve clean water and sanitation;


By introducing rainwater harvesting systems to collect and store rainwater for drinking or recharging underground aquifers. Build wells to extract groundwater from underground aquifers. Apply new ways of conservation.
Self-Sustaining Sterilizing Water Technology like boiling water is sufficient to kill pathogenic bacteria, viruses and protozoa (WHO, 2015). If water is cloudy you can let it settle and filter it through a clean cloth, paper boiling water towel, or coffee filter. Bring water to a rolling boil for at least one minute.
Building infrastructure that is missing and build institutions to operate as well as maintaining the infrastructure for many generations to come. Improving sanitation facilities and providing toilets and latrines that flush into a sewer or safe enclosure. It is most important to engage Community Governance and Partnerships for sustainability.
Protect Natural Spring from being contaminated by building a box around the well to keep out animals, leaves, and debris drastically reduces the likelihood of contamination. 
QUESTION 5
How can education lead to a world with Clean Water & Sanitation?
Through education communities can acquire more knowledge and skills thereby be empowered to practice good hygiene habits through education. People can be taught how to wash hands with soap and running water. This will reduce diarrhea cases. At school level teachers can teach pupils to re-use water for other applications like watering their gardens and plans.
Employing the different modes of communication like television, radio, newspaper, drama, social media etc. to disseminate information is also a good strategy for encourage people to change or adopt to new practices on water and sanitation. Supporting communities that are facing challenges of water and sanitation is another education strategy. This will make them to participate in the decision making processes which is key in order to align interests of the people living in communities.



QUESTION 6
What objectives, principles and teaching techniques are used in education to improve the Clean Water & Sanitation around the world?
The overall Objective: To ensure access to adequate safe water for the schools and educational institutions and ensure favorable conditions prevail maintaining hygiene conditions and practices at the facilities level.
Specific objectives: To ensure affected communities have access to sufficient quantity of safe water and are able to maintain appropriate standards of hygiene practices.
· Mobile purification plants and water purification reagents are available to serve affected communities and institutions.
· Encourage adaptation of alternate sources and sustainable use of water at household, community and institutional level.
· Sufficient WASH kits are available for distribution at the locations and among the appropriate age group of the affected women and girls.
· To ensure trained human resources and capacities available for sustainable WASH sector interventions and monitoring systems.
· Ensure waste management systems are functional for garbage, solid waste and disposables at different levels prior to and during the disaster.

QUESTION 7
How can education improve in your community so that the next generation has the tools and mindset to obtain Clean Water & Sanitation? 
Education can help my community to attain the country’s sustainable development goal 6; to obtain clean water and sanitation. Through education, greater capacity to educate others can be built. Education will equip my community with the skills and values that are needed to be 


responsible citizens in the global village. Thus education teaches individuals on how to conduct themselves thus achieving greater progress in life and making the world a better place. 
Education gives empowerment. Through a comprehensive and systematic water education approach my community can be empowered and equipped with skills and tools to obtain clean water. Monitoring is also a tool that could be employed to ensure water quality thereby reducing contamination. Education will build confidence and improve decision making capacities for people in my community to take charge and implement safety measures for safe water and sanitation.
Education will help to raise awareness in my community on the importance of safe water and sanitation. Better educated people tend to live longer and have better lifestyles. The involvement of both men and women, boys and girls on issues of safe water and sanitation will ensure accountability of our actions and how they impact on generation to generations to come.
Research reveals that Education gives community empowerment; Education helps turn weakness into strength. Education gives us the confidence to stand for ourselves. It improves our decision making capabilities, makes us mobile and gives us access to social networks. Many researches have proven that in countries where women are subjected to gender bias, education helped them stand up against marital violence, improved their decision making capabilities and helped them take charge of their own lives (Iyer, 2021).
Societies can be uplifted through education because it helps to elevate the socio-economic conditions for the marginalized group in society. When my community is educated on water and sanitation they will be able to follow the laid down rules and conduct themselves responsible.
Participation of community members and stakeholders in raising awareness campaigns can also improve community involvement and bring about the desired and anticipated. Engagement and community dialogue can create an enabling environment for sharing of good practices and lesson learnt on WASH.
Setting up teams and WASH champions who will who will spearhead and advocate for WASH services to the government as a basic human right. Raising awareness among community members to ensure they play an active role in improving their water management and sanitation.

CONCLUSION
Due to the growing population there is increasing demand for safe drinking water and sanitation in many parts of Africa particularly in the SADC region. Schools should provide an enabling environment for teaching and learning and therefore WASH services need to be in place for every school. Communities and national governments should work together to ensure provision of safe drinking water and sanitation for all especially at school level. Domestic financing by the government is critical in ensuring and strengthening WASH services in schools in particular. In order to ensure sustainability national authorities need to be capacitated so that they are onboard and take ownership and monitoring systems for safe drinking water and sanitation. Advocacy and community engagement are also critical to raise awareness on WASH services. The monitoring of the SDGs remains weak for countries in the SADC regions, without an exception of my country, ESwatini. There is a gap in terms of monitoring and evaluation of Education program in the country. A recommendation would be to build strong Education Management Systems (EMIS) for real time data. 
For countries like Eswatini, issues of WASH are wanting and need urgent attention. Critically is the effective implementation of policies for child-disability and gender-sensitive, inclusive and effective learning environments for all children. It is proposed that the countries explore diverse options, including retrofitting sanitation facilities with ramps and access ways, and lowering toilets where necessary, to ensure that when it comes to access to WASH services in schools, no child is left behind (UNESCO, 2021). It is strongly recommended that schools ensure availability of gender-sensitive facilities that cater for the special needs of adolescent girls in order to keep them in school. Lastly is the issue of infrastructure maintenance poses a serious challenge to the sustainability for safe drinking water and sanitation for all.
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