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INTRODUCTION
Linguistic Anthropology is a branch of both anthropology and linguistics, aiming to document and study the use of language as a social, cognitive, communicative, and cultural tool. It is dedicated to the study of language as a cultural resource and speaking as a cultural practice. (A. Duranti, 2001). It’s also an approach to the study of language that focuses on the relation between language, society, and culture. It is considered by some to be a branch of general linguistics, by others a branch of anthropology, and by still others as an autonomous discipline. Its roots are in the foundation of linguistics as a science. (Marcel Danesi, 2015). Anthropology and linguistics, as historically developing disciplines, have had partly separate roots and traditions. There exists not only a subject matter for a history of linguistic anthropology, but also a definite need. (Dell Hymes, 1983).
This article presents and illuminates the background to the two key terms (Linguistic and Anthropology), the relation between language, culture, and society, basic notions of linguistic anthropology and among others.
THE TENETS OF LINGUISTIC ANTHROPOLOGY
Ahearn (2012) believes “Multifunctionality, language ideologies, practice, and indexicality are four key terms that provide insight into the socially embedded nature of language” and that dimension of life which is linguistically rooted.
Multifunctionality; Language is seen as a means to explain what happens or to encode ideas or objects. Linguistic anthropologists make use of the terminology “multifunctional” when they want to refer to various types of functions that the language can perform. 
 Language ideologies; Based on Ahearn (2012) “language ideologies are the attitudes, opinions, beliefs, or theories that we all have leant about language”. In most of the cases language ideologies cover many more aspects than merely the language itself.  Language ideologies are also known as linguistic ideologies which are concepts that are essentially made use of in anthropology, sociolinguistics, and cross-cultural investigations to shape groups of feelings about the language when they are used in the world. 
Practice; Ortner (1989) asserts, “emerges from structure, it reproduces structure, and it has the capacity to transform structure”. Practice theorists seek to investigate concepts about social reproduction and transformation. Practice theory can be defined as a theory of the way in which social unities, with their distinguishable motives and intentions create and modify the world around them. The main concept of practice theory is that linguistic structures and social actions are restricted to human notions which can build, rebuild, or reprogram those structures and at the same time each structure can give rise to the other.
Indexicality; (Hanks 1999) is originally rooted in Charles Sanders Peirce’s semiotics (Peirce, 1955; cf. Mertz, 2007). The best well-known definition is Saussure’s signifier-signified concept. For example, “I” refers to the speaker; “now” refers to the date on which that word is pronounced; and “here” refers to the location of the utterance. For Peirce, however, semiotics, or meaning-making through signs, involves a concept of the linguistic sign that is quite different from de Saussure’s, for it is a process that “involves three components: signs (whatever stands for something else), objects (whatever a sign stands for), and interpretants (whatever a sign creates insofar as it stands for an object)” (Kockelman, 2007). 
The Scope of Linguistic
Linguistic; refers to the study of the nature, structure, and variation of language, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, sociolinguistics, and pragmatics. Linguistics was arguably introduced into the formal study of anthropology by Franz Boas, who exercised enormous influence on the discipline through his own work and that of his students. Boas was interested in linguistics for a number of reasons. 
· First, as a result of his early work in the Arctic, he made attempts to learn Inuit, and found it an exceptionally subtle and complex language. He separated out the concepts of race, language and culture maintaining that they were independent of each other (Boas, 1940). He maintained that any human was capable of learning any language, and assimilating any cultural tradition. He pointed out that different societies might have some aspects of their culture that were highly developed, and others that were simple relative to other world societies. Boas' views formed the basis for the doctrine of linguistic relativism, later elaborated upon by his students, whereby no human language can be seen as superior to any other in terms of its ability to meet human needs (Boas et al, 1966).
· Boas' second reason for considering linguistics important for the study of Anthropology had to do with: his feeling that linguistic study was able to provide deep insight into the workings of the human mind without the need for judgments on the part of informants. By eliciting data from native speakers, a linguist could build a model for the functioning of language of which the speaker him or herself was unaware. This avoided the “secondary rationalizations” that cultural anthropologists had to deal with in eliciting information from informants about politics, religion, economics, kinship and other social institutions.
The Scope of Anthropology
Anthropology; is a comparative study of culture, society, and human difference. People around the world have always been curious about their neighbors and more remote people. Some stories were compared with others, about other people, leading to general assumptions about ‘people elsewhere’, and what humans everywhere have in common. It is beyond doubt, however, that anthropology, considered as the science of humanity, originated in the region we commonly refer to as ‘the West’, notably in four ‘Western’ countries: France, Britain, the USA and Germany. Historically speaking, this is a European discipline, and its practitioners, like those of all European sciences, occasionally like to trace its roots back to the ancient Greeks.
THE FOUR DISCIPLINES OF ANTHROPOLOGY
Anthropology is a broad discipline, encompassing the subfields of cultural anthropology, archaeology, physical anthropology and linguistic anthropology. The later discipline has been dealt with and hence the attention will be on the remaining three. Therefore to start with;
· Cultural Anthropology; Cultural anthropology is one of the four areas of study in the broader field of anthropology. Cultural anthropologists study how people who share a common cultural system, organize and shape the physical and social world around them, and are in turn shaped by those ideas, behaviors, and physical environments. Cultural anthropology is hallmarked by the concept of culture itself. While many definitions of “culture” have been offered and discussed in the academic literature for 100 years, a simple, yet complete definition of culture is “the knowledge people use to live their lives and the way in which they do so” (Handwerker 2002)
· Archaeological anthropology is derived from the Greek term archaeology literally means “the study of ancient history.” Is the study of past humans and cultures through material remains.  Archaeology is particularly important for learning about prehistoric societies, for which, by definition, there are no written records.  Archaeology has various goals, which range from understanding culture history to reconstructing past life ways to documenting and explaining changes in human societies through time. It involves the excavation, analysis and interpretation of artifacts, soils, and cultural processes.
· Physical or biological anthropology deals with the evolution of humans, their variability, and adaptations to environmental stresses. Using an evolutionary perspective, we examine not only the physical form of human bones, muscles, and organs but also how it functions to allow survival and reproduction. 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND CULTURE
Language is culture and culture is language
Language and culture have a complex, homologous relationship. Language is one attribute that sets humans apart from all other creatures and binds humans together across all geographic barriers. A word can cause to sink into the deepest despair or lift us to inspired action. Language is complexly intertwined with culture (they have evolved together, influencing one another in the process, and ultimately shaping what it means to be human). In this context, A. L. Krober (1923) said, “culture, then, began when speech was present, and from then on, the enrichment of either means the further development of the other.” According to Rossi Landi (1973), “the totality of the messages we exchange with one another while speaking a given language constitutes a speech community, that is, the whole society understood from the point of view of speaking.” He further explains that all children learn their language from their societies, and during the process of learning a language also learn their culture and develop their cognitive abilities. Language communicates through culture and culture also communicates through language. Communication is not only the use of symbols that stand for beliefs, feelings, identities, or events; it is also a way of bringing beliefs, feelings, and identities into the present context. According to the linguistic relativity principle, the way in which we think about the world is directly influenced by the language we use to talk about it. “The real world is, to a large extent, unconsciously built upon the language habits of the group. No two languages are ever so similar that they represent the same social reality. The worlds in which different societies live are distinct, not merely the same with a different label attached” (Edward Sapir, 1929). Therefore, to speak is to assume a culture, and to know a culture is like knowing a language. We can therefore presume that language learning is cultural learning, so language teaching is cultural teaching due to the interdependence of language and cultural learning.
Some Major Theorists Assertion on Language Acquisition
Avram Noam Chomsky (December 7, 1928)
According to Chomsky, rudimentary form of language is stored in human brain. Language is a competency that is unique for man. We perceive language as the ability to comprehend and speak ideas. Even when two persons possess the same knowledge, observable difference is noted in their capacity to express the knowledge. Chomsky emphatically argues that the mind possess a distinguishable factor that could be termed as ‘the language factor and it has well defined structure and system’. Chomsky considered language as a highly abstract generative phenomenon. He arrested that human beings are born biologically equipped to learn a language and proposed his theory of a language Acquisition Device (LAD) – an inborn mechanism or process that facilitates the learning of a language. In his view, to study language is to study a part of human nature manifested in the human mind.
Jean Piaget (9 August 1896 – 16 September 1980)
According to Piaget, language is inherently a social factor partly because of the conventional nature of words and this conventional nature of words is crucial for conceptual development. Piaget theorized that language was simply one of children’s ways of representing their familiar worlds, a reflection of thought, and that language did not contribute to the development of thinking. Cognitive development, he argued, proceeded that of language.
Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934)
Lev Vygotsky is regarded as the founder of socio-cultural theory or the socio historical approach in psychology. Unlike Chomsky and Piaget, Vygotsky’s central concern was the relationship between the development of thought and that of language. He was interested in the ways in which different languages might impact on how a person thinks. Vygotsky’s theory views language first as social communication, gradually promoting both language itself and cognition. According to Vygotsky, a word devoid of thought is a dead thing, and a thought unembodied in words remains a shadow. He views language as critical for cognitive development. According to him, language and culture play essential roles both in human intellectual development and in how humans perceive the world. 
B.F. Skinner (1904 – 1990)
According to him, reinforcement of appropriate grammar and language would therefore lead acquisition of language and grammar. 
Language Acquisition in Bilingual or Multilingual Contexts 
Bilingual or multilingual is defined as a speaker's ability to use two or more languages for communication. When children are exposed regularly to two or more languages (there does not seem to be an upper limit) during the developmental window period of early to middle childhood, they usually become fluent in all the languages available to them in their social environment. (Ahearn, 2012) 
Some Means of Communication in The Society.
	The societies we dwell in consist of different people with different languages, culture, beliefs and even different ascent or intonation of even the same words. The question then is, how do one gets to socialize easily with group of people for educational purposes, business purposes and other numerous reasons? One must therefore get acquainted with any of the following modes of communication to be deemed ready for socialization. And these are; sign language, written language, and oral language.
· Sign Language; is a language which uses manual communication, body language, and lip patterns instead of sound to convey meaning. It involves simultaneously combining hand shapes, orientation and movement of the hands, arms or body, and facial expressions to fluidly express a speaker’s thoughts. We most often sideline a particular group individuals in all sphere of our society, be it the educational society or the communities in which we come from. And such people are the physically challenged individuals (disables). For the purposes of this essay, the attention will be on individuals with speaking challenges or hearing impaired. It is mostly said “language is culture and culture is language”. And in the quest of culture transmission, language is the wheel on which such norms and traditions are conveyed. In such scenario, there must be inclusiveness, meaning that the hearing impaired must be factored when language, culture and society are being discussed.
· Written Language; Written language is the form of communication which includes both reading and writing. Although written language may at first be considered to simply be oral language in its written form, the two are quite different and in that oral language rules are innate whereas written language is acquired through explicit education. It is vivid therefore that every written language must be oral or spoken. It is also intriguing that some people who are fluent in most written languages cannot write them but on the flip side, a larger percentage of those who writes any of the written languages can speak it as well.
· Oral Language; Oral language is designed to be listened to and to sound conversational, which means that word choice must be simpler, more informal, and more repetitive. This form of language has no rules governing it. For example, a community called Winneba found at the central region of Ghana, West Africa has a language called “Efutu” which is only spoken and therefore has no grammatical rules. So therefore one does not have to learn the rudiments of the language before he or she can speak it but through socialization, one will be able to speak it.



What is Learnt from the Article
	Personally, I had the misconception that language acquisition is impossible once not acquired from childhood born with. But I have come to the realization that per various reviewed literature, the renowned pioneers in language acquisition particularly with Noam Chomsky, there is a devise called Language Acquisition Device an inborn mechanism that facilitates the learning of a language. 
	Another point worthy to note is the relationship between language and culture. I have known language and culture as a discipline on its own until this essay, which has massively enlightened my understanding in terms of relationship between language and culture which are intertwined in nature.
	Superiority of language emphasized by Boas has taught me a lot. I have been with the notion that, a dominance of a particular language is equivalent to its superiority and such misconception has been erased.   
Application of Knowledge Acquired for Better Studies at Atlantic 
International University
Atlantic International University is a large society with all breeds of mankind. It also has traditions and a culture on which the whole institution is set upon. One interesting revelation about this essay that has sunk well into me is one’s ability to adapt to new environment in spite of one’s background of early life. This essay has given me the exposure of not limiting my capabilities with the notion that even second and third language could be acquired or learnt.
	Language and culture play essential roles both in human intellectual development and how humans perceive the world. This statement is imperative in the sense that one’s intellectual prowesses are related to language and culture.                                                             


Some Specific Details in the Article
	Below are some specific details in the essay or the article;
· Secondary language could be acquired with the help of Language Acquisition Device (LAD), humans are equipped with an innate mechanism to learn any new language consciously or unconsciously.
· Though language and culture are homologous or intertwined but their relation to the society cannot be overlooked.
· According to language relativity principle, the way in which we think about the world is directly influenced by the language we use talk about it.
· No two languages are ever so similar that they represent the same social reality.
· Rudimentary form of language is store in human brain.
· Reinforcement of appropriate grammar and language would therefore lead to the acquisition of language and grammar.
· The more one get exposed to languages, the more fluent the person becomes in all available languages.
Conclusion
	The study of linguistic anthropology has miles of positive impacts on the development of the world at large. The inseparable relation between language, culture and the society at large speaks volumes of importance specifically to the modern generation. It must also be noted that no two languages are ever the same or similar that they represent the same social reality. Language is critical for cognitive development and it does play an essential roles both in human intellectual and cognitive development.  	
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