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HUMAN RIGH 26: EDUCATION

The universal Declaration of Human Rights stipulates that every human being be entitled to fundamental rights and freedoms. United Nations General Assembly adopted this Declaration on 10 December 1948.

Coming after the two World Wars: The First World War of 1914 to 1918 and the Second World War of 1939 to 1945, the Universal Declaration was the first time that countries agreed on a comprehensive statement of inalienable human rights.

Although the Declaration is not a treaty and thus does not create any legal obligations for countries, it remains an expression of fundamental values shared by all members of the international community. International human rights law has developed from the influence of this Declaration. Because of this Declaration, some countries have ratified international agreements that are legally binding.

There are 30 Articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Article under discussion here is Article No. 26. It reads as follows:

1) Everyone has a right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all based on merit.

2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education to be given to their children.

Based on Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the following questions are thus going to be tackled in the following manner: 

· Do you agree that education is a human right? 

Yes, I agree that education is a human right.
Item one above states that everyone has a right to education. Thus, the U N Declaration states that everybody should have an opportunity to be exposed to education. The UDHR 26 goes on to state that Education shall be free especially the basic fundamental stages. More importantly, it makes Elementary education compulsory. Hence, it is clear that all human beings are entitled to education. It goes on to state that all “Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality, and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

Education is essential for the exercise of all other human rights. It promotes individual empowerment as well as individual freedom and yields important development benefits for society.


.
· Should all people have access to education? 

Yes indeed, just as stated above, education access is open to every human being. There is no one who is prevented from accessing education.
[bookmark: _Hlk97882192]Countries would be in a stronger economic position if as many of their citizens as possible had educational exposure. The second statement above stipulates that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It is recognized that people who are exposed to education will be capable of embracing certain values which are beneficial to humanity at large. It goes on to state: “It shall provide understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups.” These values can best be appreciated after one has gone through the process of education.

· What is the purpose of education?

The purpose of education is to direct human beings to the full development of human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Once people are educated, they start to be exposed to universal values as stated above. Their thinking capacity is enhanced and they can grasp concepts that go beyond their local personal experience.

Educated people develop an ‘international’ scope of perspective. They are able to interact with people of other cultures and backgrounds, and so learn to be tolerant towards people who are different from themselves. In this way, it becomes easy to speak about global issues since the educated people involved in the dialogue are able to appreciate the issues. 

· Why would education be a human right and not just a commodity for those who can pay for it?
Education has been responsible for the promotion of individual freedom, as well as a child’s broader empowerment, wellbeing and development. This is achieved when those being educated are equipped to understand what is going on in a society, and respond accordingly. It means that the right to education is legally guaranteed for all without any discrimination. Governments are obliged  to protect, respect and fulfill the citizens’ right to education. 

In Malawi my country, the Daily Times newspaper of Thursday March 10, 2022 carried the following headline: “Government hints at forced basic education.” The story  that follows states that the Malawi Government, through the Ministry of Education, is set to make access to basic education compulsory in a bid to ensure that every child of school going age attends classes. Free basic education was gazetted in Malawi through the Education Act of 2013, but the provisions of the law have not been enforced to date. Malawi’s Minister of Education, Agnes NyaLonje states in the same article: “For instance, we are aligning [our policies] with international legal instruments related to the provision of compulsory primary education.”

This development recognizes the fact that basic education should not benefit the privileged few, but should be available to every child so that in future years, the question of having illiterate adults in the population does not arise. The Government is ready and willing to budget for this venture, and this is a very positive development indeed.


Summary

Education is a human right that should be availed to all the citizens of the world. 

It is a powerful means that can change the world for the better. Education opens up ways for better understanding in the world since people are able to understand each other more easily when they are educated.

Through education, people can learn about other cultures and so enhance global understanding for humanity.
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