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Introduction
UN’s  Sustainable Development Goal 6: clean water and sanitation.
Water and sanitation were addressed as a part of the aim to "ensure environmental sustainability" in the Millennium Development Goals, which were the forerunners to the SDGs. The fact that there is an SDG objective dedicated to its promotion demonstrates the fundamental relevance of clean and accessible water for health, productivity, and the environment.
The Sustainable Development Goals are also a global agenda that applies to all countries, regardless of their income or development level. As a result, countries like Canada, which has the finest access to fresh water in the world, and the United States must reconsider how they manage and govern their water resources. The SDGs are also a global agenda that applies to all countries, regardless of their income or development level. This means that countries like Canada, which has the world's best access to fresh water, and the United States must think about how they manage and govern their water resources.
Water scarcity affects more than 40% of the world's population, and the figure is growing. Indeed, according to a recent UN assessment, water shortages might affect 5 billion people by 2050.
Furthermore, SDG 6 requires both developing and developed countries to address populations' access to water. Notably, despite its massive freshwater reserves, Canada continues to issue boil-water advisories to over 100 Indigenous communities.
Despite significant progress in extending access to safe drinking water and sanitation, billions of people, particularly in rural regions, still lack these essential services. One out of every three people lacks access to safe drinking water, two out of every five people lack a basic hand-washing facility with soap and water, and over 673 million people still defecate in the open.
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the crucial role of sanitation, hygiene, and adequate access to clean water in disease prevention and control. Hand hygiene is a lifesaver. Handwashing is one of the most efficient ways to decrease the spread of germs and prevent diseases, including the COVID-19 virus, according to the World Health Organization. Despite this, billions of people still lack access to safe drinking water, and financing is insufficient.
Improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping, and minimizing the release of harmful chemicals and materials by 2030, half the share of untreated wastewater, and significantly increasing recycling and safe reuse globally, according to the UN definition. Water is one of the few things in life that consistently meets or exceeds expectations.
It's tough to overestimate how important it is to have it. In fact, it's really unlikely. Almost everything changes when you have access to clean water. This is also why the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) include access to and management of clean water, sanitation, and hygiene.
Body Assignment
Question 1: Why is the United Nations goal of clean water and sanitation important in your opinion?
The United Nations approved the Sustainable Development Goals in 2015 to aim toward a sustainable and poverty-free world by 2030. Goal 6 in particular aims to ensure that everyone in the world has access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation.
WASH, or water, sanitation, and hygiene, are challenges that influence everyone's health and well-being around the world. Everyone requires access to safe drinking water. Everyone requires a secure location to pee and crap. Furthermore, everyone must be able to clean themselves. WASH issues are taken for granted by many individuals, and their overall influence on living is not often understood.
Water, sanitation, and hygiene, on the other hand, are persistent sources of stress and illness for hundreds of millions of people. Poverty is intimately linked to the quality of water, sanitation, and hygiene in a person's life, as it is frequently accompanied by a lack of education, opportunity, and gender inequity.
Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services must be available and accessible in order to combat the virus and protect the health and well-being of millions of people. COVID-19 will not be prevented unless people living in poverty have access to safe water, according to UN experts. As a result, access to safe drinking water and sanitation is a human right, as it:
Water is life, hence it provides nourishment. The sooner those in positions of authority realize this, the sooner this law of universal access to water may be enforced. The most important source of nutrition is water. The human body is made up of 60% water, which is a clear indication of the importance of water. Humans need to be adequately hydrated for their physiological systems to function. Additionally, water helps maintain organ health and allows the blood to maintain the consistency it requires to flow freely and transport oxygen and nutrients to every cell of the body.
 Disease Prevention: Good hygiene can help us preserve our health and protect us from a variety of diseases that are spread by unsanitary food or germ-infested activities. Keeping ourselves and our surroundings clean prevents us from becoming infected with viruses and germs. When we wash our hands on a frequent basis, we are preventing the spread of germs.
When people are unable to consume safe, clean water, they become susceptible to a variety of ailments. Cholera, typhoid, and hepatitis A are all fatal medical disorders caused by the consumption or presence of polluted water. Consider the dangers that individuals face when the only water they have access to comes from sewage and toxic industrial areas. Clean water is necessary not only for illness prevention but also for optimum health. 
Helps the Body Get Rid of Toxins: Drinking clean, fresh, and safe water helps the body get rid of toxins of all kinds, whether they are formed by bodily reactions, obtained from outside sources, or those that develop as a result of consuming contaminated water. Needed for Agriculture and Food Production
Clean water is a crucial component in the food production process.: Bacteria and disease will spread to those who consume the fresh product if the crops and grains are provided contaminated water. As a result, agricultural water must also be sourced from safe and clean sources. 
Improved Sanitation Facilities: Clean water is required not only for drinking but also for sanitation. When garments are washed in contaminated water or the body is washed in contaminated water, diseases spread. Cooking, cleaning, and other comparable jobs that are a part of our daily lives are in the same boat. Water that is free of contaminants is essential for healthy health.
Having access to clean water and sanitation eliminates the risk of contracting a variety of ailments. Every year, millions of people die as a result of diseases brought on by a lack of clean water, sanitation, and hygiene. Diarrhea is the leading cause of death in children under the age of five, except from pneumonia.
Personal cleanliness and sanitation are important for a variety of reasons, including personal, social, psychological, and health concerns. Diseases and infections are prevented by proper hygiene and sanitation.
Water is essential for socioeconomic development, energy and food production, healthy ecosystems, and even human survival. Water is also at the heart of climate change adaptation, acting as a vital link between society and the environment.
Question 2: How is the clean water and sanitation in the world?
The world is dangerously off pace to provide sanitation to everyone by 2030. Despite recent gains in global sanitation coverage, over half of the world's population, or 4.2 billion people, still use sanitation services that leave human waste untreated, posing a threat to human and environmental health.
2.2 billion People worldwide do not have access to safe drinking water, and 4.2 billion do not have access to safe sanitation. Meanwhile, as in the Mediterranean, 80 percent of the world's wastewater is released without treatment. 
Globally, more than 785 million people did not have access to at least basic water services and more than 884 million people did not have safe water to drink.
By 2020, 6% of the world's population will be without access to improved water sources. Inadequate sanitation usually entails defecation in the open. When people defecate in the open without using an appropriate waste disposal system, the feces often seeps into and contaminates water supplies. If the person is barefoot and parasites are present, simply standing in an open feces zone can cause sickness. Trachoma is a bacterial infection that is spread through contaminated water and is a primary cause of blindness around the world.
Sub-Saharan Africa, Southern Asia, and Eastern Asia are the areas most affected. India is the country with the most people who do not have access to decent sanitation.
Girls are the hardest hit by lack of clean water and sanitation for a few reasons. When schools lack functional toilets or latrines, girls often drop out because of the stigma associated with periods. Also, when families don’t have enough water, girls are generally forced to travel hours to gather some, leaving little time for school. This lack of education then contributes to higher poverty rates for women. 
In Turkana County, Kenya, women have to walk long miles every day to fetch water. Their livelihoods are impacted too, as the communities relied heavily on livestock. UN Women is working with Kenya's National Drought Management Authority to ensure that all interventions to address the drought take into considerations the unique vulnerabilities of women and children
The situation is particularly difficult for females. Girls drop out of school when they hit puberty if there are no decent restrooms. Furthermore, women are primarily responsible for fetching water, limiting their access to education and commercial prospects. Consider this: on a daily basis, women and young girls transport more than 40 pounds of contaminated water from sources more than 4 kilometres away from their homes. This leaves little time for education, which is crucial for transforming developing countries' long-term prospects.
Students' academic performance and attendance rates suffer as a result of a lack of clean water. Even the brightest pupils can suffer from stomach problems and diarrhea as a result of sickness and hunger if they don't have access to safe water.
Students miss class to get water or to look after sick parents or siblings. In many places, HIV/AIDS has already resulted in a huge number of orphaned children, forcing students to drop education and seek jobs in order to provide food and care for younger siblings. When professors are unwell, all pupils' classes are canceled.
Schools cannot perform programs if students, professors, and their families do not have access to water.
Question 3: What changes need to happen to achieve clean water and sanitation?
Despite significant progress in extending access to safe drinking water and sanitation, billions of people, particularly in rural regions, still lack these essential services. One out of every three people lacks access to safe drinking water, two out of every five people lack a basic hand-washing facility with soap and water, and over 673 million people still defecate in the open. 
Ensure that everyone has access to clean water and sanitation: Over 19 percent of worldwide water withdrawal is accounted for by industry, with agricultural supply chains accounting for 70% of the rest. What is measured gets managed, and we've witnessed an increase in the amount of businesses measuring, managing, and implementing water solutions at CDP.
SDG 6 will not be realized without corporate action, but major progress will be dependent on reliable data on the current situation and what needs to change to ensure water sustainability. With the world's largest corporate water dataset, CDP can provide insights to measure and track progress toward achieving Sustainable Development Goal 6. 
Ensure that everyone has access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and contemporary energy: Energy accounts for over 60% of global greenhouse gas emissions. While renewable energy today accounts for about 17% of total energy consumption, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says that this must rise to roughly 85% by 2050 to prevent the worst effects of climate change.
Some 21% of companies reporting to CDP now set targets to increase renewable energy production or consumption, and we help businesses switch to renewable energy through programs like RE100. Meanwhile, firms and investors may watch worldwide progress toward a clean energy future through CDP's disclosure procedure.
Make cities more inclusive, secure, resilient, and long-lasting: Cities are home to more than half of the world's population: They also account for over 70% of all worldwide energy-related emissions. They are at the forefront of both climate change and the transition to a more sustainable future for everyone.
Our cities, on the other hand, are evolving. They are, more than ever, paving the road for a sustainable economy. 620+ cities are now utilizing disclosure as a key first step toward collective resilience and ambitious climate action, while CDP's Open Data Portal provides critical insights on municipal action throughout the world.
Ensure a sustainable consumption and production pattern: A sustainable consumption and production pattern encourages resource and energy efficiency, long-term infrastructure, green and decent jobs, and a higher standard of living. It's at the heart of progress toward a long-term sustainable economy that benefits both people and the environment.
The objective emphasizes the interconnection of the private and public sectors, and it encourages businesses, particularly large and multinational businesses, to adopt sustainable practices and incorporate sustainability data into their reporting cycles. Reporting to CDP can help ensure alignment with SDG 12 and highlight opportunities to increase ambition in the execution of the goal.
Take immediate action to address climate change and its consequences: To keep global warming below 1.5°C and avoid the worst effects of climate change, science mandates that greenhouse gas emissions reach a peak by 2050 and then decline to zero. The management of carbon and climate risk requires increasing business knowledge by monitoring and revealing environmental impact.

On behalf of over 650 institutional investors, CDP requests information on climate risks and low-carbon potential from the world's largest firms, and encourages them to take bold actions like putting a price on carbon or setting science-based emission reduction targets

Forests are critical to global sustainable development, affecting both the natural environment and economic prosperity: They must be managed sustainably, combating desertification, halting and reversing land degradation, and halting biodiversity loss. They are home to 80% of the world's terrestrial species, supply clean water, prevent soil erosion and flooding, and can contribute one-third of the carbon mitigation efforts required to keep global warming below 2°C. Forests provide nourishment, duel, and medical plants to 1.6 billion people, and the forestry industry employs 10 million people.


Question 4. Do you think it is possible to achieve clean water and sanitation around the world? Why or why not? 
The United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a blueprint for a more sustainable future for everyone. Their acceptance drew international attention to environmental degradation, sustainability, climate change, and water security. The global goals strive to ensure that no one is left behind and are critical to realizing CDP's vision of a successful economy that benefits both people and the environment. Corporate action will be critical to achieving the 2030 Agenda, and corporations may contribute to and track progress by declaring to CDP.
It is possible to meet the SDGs' water-related goals and targets. According to UN data, nearly 90% of people around the world have access to improved drinking water sources. These resources, however, were not always managed safely, and Sub-Saharan Africa and Oceania continue to face the burden of this imbalance. As a result, in order to obtain safe drinking water and sanitation, we must:
Through education, promote excellent hygiene habits: proper hand washing with soap and water can reduce diarrhea cases by up to 35%. Rainwater harvesting devices can be used to collect and store rainwater for drinking and recharging subsurface aquifers. To extract groundwater from subsurface aquifers, drill wells.
Providing sanitary services: Provide toilets and latrines that flush into a sewer or a secure enclosure to improve sanitation. The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the crucial role of sanitation, hygiene, and adequate access to clean water in disease prevention and control. Hand hygiene is a lifesaver. Hand washing is one of the most effective activities you can take to decrease the spread of viruses and prevent diseases, including the COVID-19 Virus, according to the World Health Organization. Improvement of consumer sanitation knowledge.
Regular water supply: Safe drinking water is available to far more Kenyans (59%) than adequate sanitation (29 per cent). Access to safe drinking water has increased by 12% since 2000, while access to basic sanitation has decreased by 5%. In Kenya, 9.9 million people drink directly from contaminated surface water sources, while about five million people defecate in the open. Only 25% of people have soap and water for handwashing at home.

Improved Infrastructure: Without better infrastructure and management, millions of people would continue to die each year, and biodiversity and ecosystem resilience will continue to decline, jeopardizing prosperity and efforts toward a more sustainable future. Transportation is easier with better infrastructure, and people in Sub-Saharan Africa, such as in Kenya and Turkana, can readily access their water sources in wells and dams.
Stakeholder involvement: UNICEF Kenya collaborates closely with the government, donors, and civil society to improve children's and families' access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, particularly in the arid and semi-arid land (ASAL) counties, where access is the poorest. In the face of growing droughts caused by climate change, we innovate to discover new ways to provide water. In Kenya, for example, in the semi-arid districts of Turkana, Garissa, and Wajir, the government has been able to drill boreholes and construct wells in order to capture rain water during rainy days in collaboration with UNICEF. 
UNICEF also supported community activities on menstrual hygiene management (MHM), which benefited over 15,000 teenage girls who were forced to drop out of school due to COVID-19 in 2020. The girls were given sanitary pads that could be used for up to a year. They also taught implementing partners how to educate and inform girls and women about MHM. Girls were dropping out of school at alarming rates in places like Kibera and Korogocho in Kenya, but with the distribution of these sanitary towels, the girls' rate of enrolment in school has increased dramatically. They've also been able to learn how to make sanitary towels. 
Basic Needs: UNICEF has supplied hygiene and COVID-prevention products to schools, health facilities, and public areas, including soap, hand sanitizer, hand-washing stations, disinfectant, and personal protection equipment. We're educating frontline workers and communicating public health messaging in places like hospitals, markets, and other public areas.
Safe drinking water and improved hygiene reduce family disease, providing women more time to work and earn their own money. When open defecation is forbidden, people are safer – especially at night – and the soil is cleaner and the crops are healthier. Healthy hygiene habits are taught to school-aged children through educational programs. Communities are healthier and more resilient when they have access to clean water. Without clean water, ailments like as diarrhea, intestinal parasites, and chronic intestine inflammation are widespread, preventing children from absorbing essential nutrients and making them more vulnerable to other health problems


Question 5: How can education lead to a world with clean water and sanitation?
Education is crucial to accomplishing United Nations target 6 because it is a vehicle for breaking the cycle of poverty, yet more than half of the world's schools lack access to safe water and sanitation facilities. Education can help people adopt healthier habits, improve knowledge of the necessity of watershed conservation and protection, and encourage integrated water resource management. People are able to achieve their goals through education.
Everyone should be aware of the availability of water and sanitation: Water shortage affects more than 40% of the world's population, a worrisome proportion that is expected to worsen as global temperatures rise as a result of climate change. Despite the fact that 2.1 billion people have acquired improved water sanitation since 1990, declining supplies of safe drinking water are a big issue that affects every continent. People are made aware of their human rights through education.
Empowerment: People may obtain access to sufficient and equitable sanitation and hygiene for everyone and prevent open defecation via education, with a special focus on the needs of women and girls, as well as those in vulnerable situations. Ensure that everyone has access to sufficient and equitable sanitation and hygiene, and put an end to open defecation, with a focus on the needs of women and girls, as well as those in vulnerable situations.
People can enhance water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping, and avoiding the release of dangerous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater, and significantly increasing recycling and safe reuse internationally by increasing awareness through education. Reduce pollution, eliminate dumping, and minimize the release of hazardous chemicals and materials, decreasing the amount of untreated wastewater, and significantly increasing recycling and safe reuse globally.
Safe drinking water and improved hygiene lessen the burden of illness on families, giving women more time to work and earn their own money. People are safer – especially at night – when open defecation is prohibited, and the soil is cleaner and the crops are healthier.
Reduce mortality rate: The risk of developing a number of diseases is reduced when people have access to clean water and sanitation.
Every year, millions of people die as a result of diseases brought on by a lack of clean water, sanitation, and hygiene. Diarrhea is the leading cause of death in children under the age of five, except from pneumonia.
Nearly 20% of occupational deaths are caused by poor sanitation and contaminated water. Every year, it costs roughly $260 billion in lost productivity.
Meaningful progress: School-aged children are taught healthy hygiene habits through educational initiatives. 768 million people still lack access to safe drinking water, with 40 percent of them living in Sub-Saharan Africa. Although there is still more to be done, progress is being made. Women and girls have more time to learn when they don't have to trek kilometers every day to gather water. The literacy rate is increasing. Girls spend more time in school and less time at home when schools install decent bathroom facilities.
Water is necessary for life, yet for far too many people, it is either unsafe to drink or unavailable. Women and girls are in charge of collecting water in 80% of families with water shortages. This often entails traveling long distances and lugging huge loads, which can be dangerous in some situations. The time commitment may cause girls to drop out of school, leaving them with fewer choices for earning money
Question 6: How can education improve in your community so that the next generation has the tools and mindset to obtain clean water and sanitation?
Education has also played an important role in the endeavor. Since 2007, more than 200 neighborhood water and sanitation committees, as well as 93 school hygiene groups, have been formed.
Civil society organizations should seek to hold governments accountable, invest in water research and development, and promote the participation of women, youth, and indigenous peoples in the governance of water resources.
Increased sustainability and integrity for both human and ecological systems will result from raising knowledge of these roles and putting them into action.
You can also take part in activities like World Water Day and World Toilet Day, which attempt to educate and motivate people to take action on sanitation issues.
Implement integrated water resource management at all levels, including, when appropriate, transboundary collaboration.
Mountains, forests, marshes, rivers, aquifers, and lakes are among the ecosystems that need to be protected and restored.
Extend international collaboration and capacity-building assistance to developing nations in water and sanitation-related activities and initiatives, such as water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling, and reuse technologies.
Encourage and strengthen community participation in improving water and sanitation management.
Members work to promote hygiene in their communities. They teach people how to properly store water and construct safe sanitation facilities, as well as how to properly wash their hands. Sometimes the simplest solutions have the most impact. To ensure universal access to clean and inexpensive drinking water by 2030, we must invest in adequate infrastructure, sanitation facilities, and hygiene promotion at all levels. If we want to minimize water scarcity, we must protect and restore water-related ecosystems such as forests, mountains, wetlands, and rivers. In order to boost water efficiency and support treatment technologies in underdeveloped nations, more international collaboration is required.
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Conclusion
Sanitation is crucial for everyone, since it aids in the maintenance of health and the extension of life spans. It is, nonetheless, especially critical for youngsters. Every day, over 800 children under the age of five die from diarrhea-related infections that could be prevented if they had access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene.
By 2030, SDG 6 aims to provide all people with a safe and reliable water supply, as well as effective water sanitation. The purpose is in response to the fact that many people around the world do not have access to these fundamental services. Water scarcity affects around 40% of the world's population. The SDGs provide global advice for tackling the international community's global concerns. It's about preserving people's opportunities to live in dignity and prosperity across generations by better conserving the natural underpinnings of life and our planet everywhere and for everyone. Clean water is essential to our way of life: healthy ecosystems provide wildlife habitat as well as places to fish, paddle, surf, and swim. Manufacturing, agriculture, tourism, recreation, energy generation, and other economic sectors all rely on clean water to function and grow. Despite significant progress in extending access to safe drinking water and sanitation, billions of people, particularly in rural regions, still lack these essential services.
Water and sanitation shortages have far-reaching health implications. When it causes household members to become unwell, women bear a greater burden of care and are exposed to additional health risks, such as trachoma, which is linked to poor cleanliness and can lead to blindness. Clean water and sanitation during labor can make the difference between life and death for both moms and babies.
In recent decades, billions of people all around the world have acquired access to safe drinking water and sanitation. Climate change and pollution, on the other hand, have increased the strain on water supplies. In 2015, 2.1 billion people did not have access to properly managed drinking water. Many people still rely on unprotected wells and springs. Around 2.4 billion people live in areas with inadequate sanitation, which can pollute water and spread disease.
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