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Introduction
UN Sustainable Development Goal 13: Climate ACTION
Climate action is addressed by Sustainable Development Goal 13 (SDG 13 or Goal 13), one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the United Nations in 2015. "Take urgent action to combat climate change and its repercussions," reads the goal's official mission statement. SDG 13 includes targets that must be met by 2030.
This SDG has five targets in total, each of which addresses a different aspect of climate action. The first three objectives are "output objectives": Strengthen resilience and adaptability to climate-related disasters; incorporate climate change measures into policies and plans; increase knowledge and capability to deal with climate change. The latter two goals are "means of accomplishing" goals: Implement the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and encourage methods to improve planning and management capabilities. There are "indicators" associated with each target that provide a way to assess the overall development of each target, as well as SDG 13 as a whole. The UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) is the major international, intergovernmental platform for negotiating global climate change responses.
Between 2010 and 2019, the world had the warmest decade on record. Climate change is currently harming the global community in every country on the planet. Climate change has an impact not only on national economy, but also on people's lives and livelihoods, particularly in vulnerable areas. Climate change continued to increase the frequency of natural catastrophes in 2018, including huge wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, and floods. The carbon emissions of developed countries in transition decreased by 6.5 percent between 2000 and 2018. However, between 2000 and 2013, the emissions of developing countries increased by 43 percent. At least 120 of the 153 developing nations engaged in activities to design and implement national adaptation plans in 2019.
SDG 13 and SDG 7 on clean energy are intertwined and mutually beneficial. Switching to renewable energy and improving end-use energy efficiency are the two most important sources of greenhouse gas reductions that countries must focus on in order to meet their Paris Agreement goals.
SDG 13 aims to take immediate action to fight climate change and its consequences. Food security and production, terrestrial and wetlands ecosystems, freshwater resources, human health, and major economic sectors and services are all being prioritized by the contributing countries to this SDG.
2019 was the second-warmest year on record. In 2019, carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases reached new highs. It marked the end of the warmest decade, which lasted from 2010 to 2019.




Body of Assignment
Write essay, exam answers or multiple-choice questions.
Question1: Why is the UN of taking responsible action for climate change, in your opinion? 
The United Nations approved the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, safeguard the environment, and ensure that by 2030, everyone lives in peace and prosperity. (i) To effect change in all parts of life, such as minimizing our needs and using natural resources wisely. (ii) To conserve resources for future generations' needs.
People are experiencing the significant impacts of climate change, which include changing weather patterns, rising sea level, and more extreme weather events.
Climate action, according to the UNDP, "means increased efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-induced impacts, including: climate-related hazards in all countries; incorporating climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and planning; and these include social progress and equality, environmental protection, natural resource conservation, and stable economic growth."
Taking immediate action to address climate change and its consequences. Human actions are causing climate change, which is endangering our way of life and the future of our planet. We can create a world that is sustainable for everyone if we solve climate change.
Climate change is the single greatest threat to global development, and its pervasive, unprecedented effects disproportionately affect the poorest and most vulnerable people
Stopping climate change and dealing with its consequences is critical to reaching all of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). To present, global climate action has generally failed to elicit the quick, far-reaching changes required across all sectors to prevent the worst effects of global warming. Some industries have well-understood the technologies, techniques, and approaches required to speed decarbonization, but have yet to see the levels of investment and political backing required to swiftly scale up mitigation action. In other cases, the innovations required to drive system wide transformations are still in their infancy and are not yet ready to supplant emissions-intensive incumbents. To accelerate and expand this development across all industries and locations, all hands must be on deck.
However, policies must be planned with equity and a just transition in mind in order to reap these benefits. For example, addressing the issues encountered by employees and communities whose livelihoods are dependent on high-carbon industries will be critical. Around the world, promising instances of just transition programs are emerging. These must spread widely to ensure that the costs and rewards of transformation are distributed fairly.
Question 2: How is the state of climate action in the world? 
Extreme weather events such as heat waves, droughts, floods, and tropical cyclones are becoming more common and intense as a result of climate change, worsening water management issues, reducing agricultural production and food security, raising health risks, damaging critical infrastructure, and disrupting basic services such as water and sanitation, education, energy, and transportation. Climate change poses a clear and present danger to our entire civilization.
The consequences are already evident and will be disastrous unless we act quickly. We can make the necessary changes to protect the earth via education, innovation, and adherence to our climate obligations. These developments also present significant opportunity to update our infrastructure, which will result in the creation of new employment and increased global wealth. According to Ben Strauss, chief scientist of Climate Central, an organization that studies on climate change, if current global temperatures rise above 1.5 degrees Celsius, as the report shows, the warming atmosphere will cause more extreme weather patterns across the United States. He predicts hotter summers and milder winters across the country, which will have a direct impact on food crops and wildlife survival. "It's becoming hotter," Strauss says, "so we can expect many more days above 90 degrees or 95 degrees, depending on where you live."
According to Strauss, prolonged wildfires in the West will have a direct impact on air quality and human health. Droughts will cause water scarcity in the Southwest, he predicts, while severe rainstorms will hit the East and Midwest. People in eastern coastal areas, particularly in low-lying towns, may experience greater flooding as a result of stronger and longer-lasting hurricanes, according to Strauss, which will affect the value of their homes. Warmer weather will bring more tick and mosquito-borne illnesses to the Northeast, he said. Because of the additional moisture in the air, the region will have fewer snowstorms, but the storms will be more intense.
According to the scientist, one thing will undoubtedly affect individuals equally across the country: increasing summer heat. "You get to a particular combination of heat and humidity," Strauss says. "Many more days that are danger days in terms of human health and that are 'black flag' days."
Data and Statistics / Facts and Figures:
• The average global temperature climbed by 0.85°C between 1880 and 2012.
• Oceans have warmed, snow and ice levels have decreased, and sea levels have increased. As oceans extended from 1901 to 2010, the global average sea level climbed by 19 cm. Since 1979, the Arctic's sea ice extent has decreased in each decade.
• Since 1990, global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions have increased by about 50%.
Between 2000 and 2010, emissions increased at a faster rate than in the prior three years.
Question 3: What can you do to prevent extreme climate change?
Extreme weather events such as heat waves, droughts, floods, and tropical cyclones are becoming more common and intense as a result of climate change, worsening water management issues, reducing agricultural production and food security, raising health risks, damaging critical infrastructure, and disrupting basic services such as water and sanitation, education, energy, and transportation.
When the climate changes, the temperature rises dramatically, potentially causing various changes on the planet. Floods, droughts, heavy rain, more frequent and severe heat waves, and the melting of ice glaciers can all result in a sudden increase in the volume of water in the Earth's seas and oceans. The burning or combustion of fossil fuels to produce energy, which may be found in fuelled automobiles and some factories, is one of the key elements that contribute to climate change. Activities that emit a lot of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, such as burning, result in greenhouse formation. Deforestation, pollution, and other human-caused illicit activities are also factors. To prevent extreme climate change we should therefore do the following
Make Your Commute More Eco-Friendly: Every day, millions of individuals drive to work. In today's world, it is simply inescapable. The disadvantage is that millions of cars emit greenhouse gases, which degrade our environment. When it comes to the leading contributors of climate change, vehicle emissions are a close second. There are always other choices for making your journey to work more environmentally friendly. For starters, taking public transportation to work reduces emissions significantly. Riding your bike to work is both environmentally friendly and a fantastic way to get some exercise. 
Reduce the amount of energy you use: Increasing your energy efficiency is an excellent strategy to reduce pollution. It causes power plants to utilize less energy, which can result in greenhouse gas emissions. This means you should do everything you can to reduce your household's energy use. When you're finished, make sure to turn off lights and unplug any gadgets you're not using. To save electricity, replace your light bulbs with energy-efficient light bulbs. 
Get involved and vote : Helping those who will combat climate change get elected is one of the finest ways to improve the situation. This involves supporting legislation and politicians who work to mitigate the effects of climate change. Many corporations employ politicians and utilize them to push against legislation that would impose further rules on them. We can enact laws to challenge the businesses that are mostly responsible for climate change by electing the right individuals to office. In Kenya, a general election is scheduled for August of this year, and everyone over the age of 18 is encouraged to vote. 
Recycle: Manufacturing plants produce a significant amount of greenhouse gases each year. It is unavoidable in the manufacture of things that we use every day. Recycling, on the other hand, is a more environmentally friendly option. Recycling is a cost-effective and environmentally beneficial waste-reduction method that produces no greenhouse gas emissions. Make sure to take your old paper, glass, plastic, and electronics to a recycling facility near you. These products will be transported to a processing facility where they will be converted into other recyclable materials. 
 Educate Yourself and Others: In today's world, the need of teaching others about climate change cannot be stressed. There are numerous platforms available to us through which we can simply share our message. There are always methods to educate others on what climate change is happening to our planet, whether through word of mouth or social media. You can aid in the protection of the environment by informing others about the hazards of climate change and how to combat them. 
 Promote the usage of renewable energy sources:  The greatest method to have a positive effect in your community is to concentrate your efforts on spreading renewable energy awareness. You can persuade others to invest in renewable energy by informing them about how it is superior to using fossil fuels.
Climate change is the single greatest threat to global development, and its far-reaching, unprecedented consequences disproportionately affect the poorest and most vulnerable.
Stopping climate change and dealing with its consequences is critical to achieving all of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Question 4: Do you think it is possible to achieve responsible action for climate change. Why or why not? 
Climate change is unavoidable, but we must significantly enhance our efforts. To keep global temperature rise below 2 degrees Celsius, the world's energy, industry, transportation, food, agricultural, and forestry sectors must be transformed. We must also prepare for the current and future effects of climate change by anticipating, adapting, and becoming resilient.
The world took a critical first step in December 2015 when it adopted the Paris Agreement, in which all countries agreed to take measures to combat climate change. Many corporations and investors are also pledging to reduce their emissions as part of the Climate Action Agenda, which was launched at the 2014 Climate Summit in New York to bring governments, businesses, and civil society together to launch new climate-action initiatives.
Think about it in terms of how much we need to invest and what investment possibilities there are to solve climate change, not how much it will cost.
The strongest method for countries to fulfill their goals under the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is to pursue climate action and sustainable development in an integrated and coordinated manner. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is at the heart of the fight against climate change. We address the climate challenge from multiple angles, including facilitating the transition to low- and zero-carbon emissions in important sectors like energy, agriculture, buildings, forests, industry, and transportation.
Some are focusing on curbing deforestation and boosting renewable energy sources. Several nations are experimenting with cap-and-trade plans: Regulators set mandatory limits on industrial emissions, but companies that exceed those "caps" can buy permits to emit from companies that have allowances to spare.
Its goal is to keep global warming considerably below 2 degrees Celsius, preferably 1.5, compared to pre-industrial levels. Countries want to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to produce a climate neutral world by mid-century in order to meet this long-term temperature objective. The UN is attempting to resolve global environmental issues. The UN is tackling global issues such as ozone layer depletion, hazardous waste, forest and species loss, and air and water pollution as an international venue for creating consensus and negotiating accords.
Take immediate action to address climate change and its consequences. 2019 was the second warmest year on record, and it marked the end of the warmest decade on record (2010-2019). CO2 levels and other greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere reached new highs in 2019. The United Nations approved the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, safeguard the environment, and ensure that by 2030, all people live in peace and prosperity.
The Sustainable Development Goals, often known as the Global Goals, aim to balance economic growth, environmental balance, and social progress, guaranteeing that all people have equal access to better lives without jeopardizing the earth.
Question 5: How can teach the next generation to prevent extreme climate change? 
"Education is critical in helping populations understand and address the impacts of climate change, as well as in encouraging the changes in attitudes and behavior needed to help them address the causes of climate change, adopt more sustainable lifestyles, develop skills that support different modules of economies, and adapt to the impact of climate change," according to Unesco. As part of its Global Action Programme on Education for Sustainable Development, Unesco promotes climate change education (ECC) (ESD). The fourth sustainable development target on education includes education for sustainable development. The improvement of climate change education is the focus of Goal 13 on climate action. Indeed, education is about teaching future generations to comprehend and reflect on the physical and social worlds in which they live so that they can become citizens capable of critical thinking, decision-making, and action. As a result, climate change education is also citizenship education.
Climate change is currently one of the most important global challenges. Almost every country in the world has passed environmental legislation to mitigate the effects of climate change, and numerous advertisements, slogans, posters, and campaigns against climate change have been launched by concerned environmental organizations and government institutions to raise public awareness of how we can help stop this global crisis. But it's unfortunate that only a small percentage of the world's population has responded to the appeal. So, how can youths contribute to the fight against climate change? Some young people may not have enough money to support various environmental activities or projects. Some persons are not influential enough to invite a large number of people. Some of them are just regular pupils. However, keep in mind that none of these ideas are essential to help combat climate change.
Goal 13 of the Sustainable Development Goals calls for action to fight climate change and its effects. Every country on every continent is currently affected by climate change. It is harming lives and destabilizing national economies, costing people, towns, and countries dearly today and 
For sustainable development, conserve and sustainably utilise the oceans, seas, and marine resources. By 2025, prevent and drastically reduce all types of marine pollution, particularly from land-based activities, such as marine debris and nutrient pollution. 
Youth may contribute to the fight against climate change in their own unique and useful ways. Joining environmental organizations or groups; participating in various governmental, non-governmental, school, or community programs and projects against climate change; participating in clean-up drives at school or in the community; tree planting and go-green activities; garbage pick-up and recycling initiatives; getting involved in environmental protests and campaigns; using social media such as Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram to promote climate change and e-waste recycling. Governments are responsible for incorporating climate change education throughout all levels and components of educational systems. This necessitates cooperation, assistance, and resources. Curricula and teaching methods can be developed by education specialists. It should be part of basic and ongoing teacher education to ensure that instructors have the essential knowledge and skills to teach about climate change. Climate change should also be publicly debated and communicated in public forums.
To promote climate justice, advocate strongly for legislation that reduce air pollutants (such as ground ozone and particulate matter) and carbon emissions, encourage walking, cycling, and public transportation, and consumption of nutritious, plant-rich diets.
Conserve energy in your day-to-day activities: Close doors promptly to prevent heat loss. Showers should be brief. If possible, walk or ride your bike (instead of having your parents drive you). When not in use, turn your computer off (don't leave it on merely to keep Facebook or Myspace active).
Collaboration is the only way to go : While increasing student-teacher collaboration is critical, businesses may also play a vital role in assisting the next generation in their quest for a better future.
The International Labour Organization expects that "climate change and environmental degradation offer considerable hurdles to economic growth and employment now, with risks increasing in the medium to long term." They go on to say that shifting to a low-carbon, greener economy might result in the creation of new jobs in sustainable production techniques and products.
These actions can aid in the mitigation of climate change. Today, we must recognize that we have a moral obligation to our world and ecosystem. Climate change is difficult to reverse. However, if we all work together, our small efforts will have a large impact on our environment and world. Every living life on the planet depends on how we manage our environment. Because we humans are the highest form of life on this planet, we are to blame when things go wrong. Let us, myself and all adolescents around the world, act immediately. Let us take part in this fight. Let us, as a younger generation, assist the elders in moulding our surroundings.









[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion: 
Every country on every continent is affected by climate change. It is wreaking havoc on national economies and people. Weather patterns are shifting, sea levels are increasing, and extreme weather is getting more often.
Although travel limitations and economic slowdowns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic are expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by roughly 6% in 2020, this improvement is only temporary. Climate change is unabated. Emissions are projected to return to higher levels after the global economy recovers from the pandemic.
Poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace, and justice are among the worldwide challenges addressed by the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (2015–2030). Sustainability, in its broadest meaning, refers to the ability to maintain or support a process across time. Sustainability in business and policy refers to the goal of not depleting natural or physical resources so that they can be used indefinitely.

"Increased efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-induced impacts, including climate-related hazards in all countries; incorporating climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and planning; and These include social progress and equality, environmental protection, natural resource conservation, and stable economic growth," according to the UNDP.
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