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Introduction
In this advanced era, mass media has a tremendous impact on all of us, and we can honestly say that it is one of the most important tools that everyone uses in their everyday lives. In general, mass media is a print and electronic form of communication that disseminates messages to audiences an
The print media, which includes newspapers, periodicals, and books, can be split into two categories. Another form of mass media is electronic media, which includes radio, television, and the internet, and is used by the majority of people nowadays. One of the most influential components of our lives is the media. This is due to the fact that mass media content is extremely potent, and it has evolved into a socialization agent capable of shaping people's behavior and even influencing their thought processes.
There are various socialization agents that can influence an individual's lifestyle, and one of them is mass media. This indicates that mass media can influence an individual's self-concept, attitudes, or other life orientations, particularly among adolescents. Although the internet, television, and mobile phones were once regarded necessities, the mass media today appears to be more of a commodity to youngsters, as seen by the fact that most of them prefer to spend more time on electronic devices than participating in outside activities. 
The word "mass media" refers to the various forms of communication (media) that can be used to communicate with a large group of people. Papers, magazines, comic books, computer games, motion films, television, radio, and, more recently, the Internet, are all examples of mass media. It informs people about events that they might otherwise overlook. Because the media will broadcast a significant event as soon as possible when it occurs, mass media correspondence is often quick.
Body Assignment
Men learn the rules and practices of the social groups to which they belong through socialization, which is a process through which culture is passed down to the younger generation. Every society creates an institutional framework within which children are socialized. The mass media has appeared to be an excellent socialization tool. To some extent, this is correct, since youngsters today spend more time watching television than interacting with their parents and other family members.
Because they do not allow for interaction, mass media—newspapers, magazines, comic books, radio, video games, movies, and especially television—present a totally different sort of socializing than any other.
The mass media are vehicles for disseminating impersonal messages to a large audience. The term "media" comes from the Latin word "media," which means "middle," implying that the media's purpose is to bring people together. Television shows, movies, popular music, magazines, Web sites, and other forms of mass media have an impact on our political ideas, popular culture preferences, attitudes toward women, people of color, and homosexuality, and a variety of other beliefs and practices.
According to studies, television provides a significant amount of political and social information to young children.
Winn (1977) claims that viewing television is a limiting experience in and of itself. People who watch television, regardless of what program they are watching, are simply viewers with no other experience.
Furthermore, communication media has a significant impact on whether people support existing norms and values or oppose or change them. They are the means by which social power is exercised. Their messages have an impact on us.
Because of their visual advantage, the mass media, particularly visual media (television, films, and now new media), are widely believed to be uniquely effective because of their visual advantage, which enables audience retention as well as "pre-occupying" especially for children and adolescents, and even some adults. Because primary socialization happens in children, it is impossible to discuss socialization without including them. Socialization is the process by which a helpless infant, referred to as a "biological being," transforms into a thinking, acting, and speaking normal human being, referred to as "a social being" (Schramm, 2003).
 Childhood, on the other hand, is a phase of information gathering during which the child's primary interest is forming a cohesive picture of the world. "For the child of the twentieth century, the image is likely to be broad and complex. The mass media, particularly the photographic media, to which they have easy access, expose them to the world well beyond their immediate surroundings" (Strasburger, 2008). However, in our own society, the current tendency is to film primary and secondary school youngsters dressed in traditional dancing costumes. Children, on the other hand, are regarded as entertainers by television watchers. "It is concerning that if new strategies are not implemented, children will be exposed to a wider range of media." They may develop into adults who are tradition-oriented, dance-oriented, and violent." Nnonyelu claims that (2009,p.21) In today's media-saturated world, the media has become a vital part of daily life, with youngsters spending 35-55 hours per week on various forms of media. However, given this constant exposure to media content, it's not unexpected that when a child acts in a certain way, the most frequently asked question is "what role did the media play in childhood socialization?"The importance of widespread coverage of childhood socialization cannot be overstated. The term "socialization" refers to a process through which culture is passed down to younger generations, including men, who become familiar with the rules and practices of social events in which they participate. As a result of this technique, a youngster learns how to function in everyday life and participate in a public gathering. Every group of people forms an official structure within which teenagers socialize.
Again, sociologists, social psychologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and educationalists use the term "socialization" to describe the lifelong process of inheriting and disseminating norms, customs, and ideologies, which equips a person with the skills and habits necessary to participate in his or her own society. As a result, socialization might be defined as "the process of attaining social and cultural continuity."
Primary and secondary socialization are two types of childhood socialization. When a youngster learns the attitudes, values, and acts that are proper for persons as members of a given culture, this is referred to as primary socialization (Strasburger, 2008). Primary socialization is crucial for a child because it lays the foundation for all subsequent socialization. Secondary socialization is the process of learning how to behave properly as a member of a smaller group inside a larger society.
One of the socialization agencies is the mass media, which serves as a means of communication. People can learn and embrace new ways of life and behaviors through mass communications, which eventually become a public tradition. Fashion is an example of this.
Because they do not provide an open door for conversation, mass media present a completely different type of socialization than other forms of communication.
As a result, media plays an important role in our lives, such as: They inform us about upcoming events. They introduce us to a diverse group of people. They give a variety of perspectives on current events. They present a range of viewpoints on contemporary events. They draw our attention to goods and administrations that, if purchased, will, as far as anyone knows, assist us to be recognized by others. They engage us by allowing us to live vicariously (through the experiences of others).
Sociologists have come to see the mass communications as a powerful agent of socialization. It has the ability to manage how we find out about what is happening on the planet, just as how to fittingly connect with each other. It associates individuals to different social foundations. For instance, amid decision years the media gives full inclusion of the discussions notwithstanding displaying master investigation of these discussions. Therefore, voters might be all the more effectively influenced by what they see and hear in the media than by what they find out about the applicants through going to town lobby gatherings or perusing their battle writing. The procedure is similar to that of other intervening events, such as professional athletics, in which editorial and examination runs are linked at the hip with the actual event
In today's culture, the mass media is a significant force. This is referred to by sociologists as an intervened culture, in which the media reflects the standards of conduct of particular persons within a broad audience. The many techniques that facilitate correspondence between the sender and the recipient of a message are referred to as media. It might also be defined as any correspondence that reaches out to a large group of individuals, regardless of whether it is written, communicated, or spoken.
To characterize mass media as a powerful force is accurate to some extent, given that today's youth spend more time in front of the television than with their parents and other relatives. In this way, broad communication plays an important role in the socialization of children.
Television's Influence
Television is the country's most popular form of mass media, and it has both positive and negative characteristics.
There are several programs that are really beneficial to youngsters and provide a wealth of information. For example, there is a good program named "Akili Kids" on channel forty pang. Cartoons can help children learn to talk and write.

 In Africa, children in kindergarten do activities like sing, stand up, and pronounce words in English. There's also a show called "jim's jams" on the same channel. Children learn how to think, sing, and find clues while viewing cartons in this show. When children see these programs, they are no longer the same people because they have the potential to become smarter. 
In any event, despite the Internet's popularity, television continues to be a fantastic medium. The people who work in the broadcast industry are exceptionally skilled at determining what will appeal to the mass market and manipulating messaging to persuade customers to get emotionally invested in ideas and products. For example, despite the fact that many individuals got by without mobile phones in previous decades, many adolescents now believe they are a need. Sociologists who are exposed to Marxist viewpoints frequently refer to the media as a game-changing force in the maintenance of industrialist social structures.

Socialization is the process by which a kid learns how to behave in life and engage in a group in society, according to the reading "Socialization and Culture" from Loretta F. Kasper's book "Interdisciplinary English." Family, school, peers, and the media are the four primary agents of socialization. Each of these characters has an impact on our life. However, the mass media, in my opinion, is the most significant agent of socialization for a child's growth.

Everything nowadays, from newspapers and magazines to television and Facebook, has a significant impact on our lives. Television has a strong socialization influence on children; it isn't participatory, but it tremendously benefits a child's development from a young age. 'Because the media is so widespread, many observers worry that both children and adults will be indoctrinated into a world that does not exist,' this remark gives me the impression that watching television creates a totally different picture of life than it is in reality. Children watch 3-4 hours of television every day on average, reducing the amount of time they spend engaging with others and negatively impacting their social skills. 'Children spend as much time watching television as they do playing video games.'
Mass media has become so advanced to an extent that people from different regions can chart over various issues affecting them in life. This has greatly helped people in terms of expressing their views freely in areas of interest. By so doing, a social network is created. Issues of family and marriages are addressed. Relationship issues are discussed through the mass media as well.
What the media displays has attracted a lot of attention from the public. Information on major societal issues, such as sexuality, is displayed clearly to the public. Unlike in the traditional society where such sensitive information could not be addressed openly, all forms of information are openly discussed fearlessly in the modern society.
Many politicians in modern society are drawn to the media because it provides a platform for leaders to develop deep ties with their constituents. Politicians can disseminate campaign information to a large number of people through Facebook and Twitter. The media aids them in communicating their political positions and interests to their supporters, as well as organizing meetings and holding political rallies. Politicians in Kenya, for example, are creating news as they try to promote their views via television on multiple channels as the country prepares for elections in August.
The media can also have a detrimental impact on our life because it is full of pieces about celebrity diets and glamour, making individuals of all ages feel self-conscious. Young people will go to any length to blend in with society, and the media portrays a 'ideal image' that has a harmful impact on children. The mass media can open a young person's mind by allowing them to learn about different ways of living that they were previously unaware of. I feel that the role of the media is just as vital as that of the family, peers, and school.
On the other hand, Family is a very important agency of socialisation (family is wife and husband who live with their biological children) although this is a primary socialisation. I think family is important because this is the base of everything; you are with your family from birth, from birth the child is powerless and dependent. For example, the baby will not be able to change its own nappy or feed him/herself. This agency is with you from the day you are born to the day you die. Family is very influential because you develop and learn your language abilities (learning how to talk). Also another important thing that family socialization teaches you is body control: how to go the toilet. However, you do no learn this straight away but they will eventually learn through trial and error. Trial and error is when children work out what is expected from previous experience. If trial and error does not work parents may use rewards, so next time the child will remember and consider ‘I will get a present’.  In the family home you learn your moral values, what you should and shouldn’t do, rights and wrongs.  An example of this is ‘you should not lie’. I think family is the building block of all societies. This is a very effective agency because without this it will be very hard to live a life of a human. 
An additional agency that is also effective is school.  Also I think peer group comes into one, for the reason that your friends in school are a peer group. Your peer’s are usually someone who is same age or similar social structure.  School is where you the most knowledge from one generation to the next. In school you learn how to get along with one another plus you learn how to obey rules however you the foundation of rules is learnt in the family home. School can also teach us the norms and values of society. An example of this is children from different cultures learn the white culture and vice versa via school programs exchange. School is effective because the technique of obeying rules stays with you through life e.g. obeying your boss. This is the same with being punctual, obedient and wearing uniform. This is also an effective agency because it tells us we should accept them whatever the race, ability, class and religion whereas before this was very common but with school educating us with this we have learnt to accept everyone. I think this agency is less effective because people can live with this, in some countries that are less fortunate children are not able to get education and still manage to survive and still a great number of norms and values. 
Overall, I do not think media is not the most effective agency of socialization. The reason I think this is because it is not as effective as some of the other agencies like school. School is very effective because you learn a lot of information including things from other agencies e.g. you learn about norms and values which you also learn in family but more further. 


  
















Conclusion
The globe has become a global village as a result of the media. It is a well-known tool and the most effective technique of one-way communication. As a result, it's commonly utilized for everything and everything. It has played a considerable role in almost all social, political, and development sectors as a result of its ability to influence public opinion and behavior, as well as its remarkable importance in the creation of national and international plans and policies. Every area of social, political, and economic growth makes extensive use of media. Similarly, the media has an important impact in the development of children. In Nairobi and every other city in Kenya where children are exposed to media activities, the media has made children more sociable (Ambrose, 2007). The phrase "mass media" refers to a type of communication that operates on a massive scale, reaching and involving nearly everyone in a society to some extent.
This includes the radios, television, newspapers, and many more. They deliver and carry messages or information from one place to the other. Socialization process has extremely taken a new look in the current society.
Mass media has become so advanced to an extent that people from different regions can chart over various issues affecting them in life. This has greatly helped people in terms of expressing their views freely in areas of interest. By so doing, a social network is created. Issues of family and marriages are addressed. Relationship issues are discussed through the mass media as well.
Although TV and the Internet have dominated the mass media, movies and magazines—particularly those lining the aisles at grocery checkout stands—also play a powerful role in culture, as do other forms of media.
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