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Course Objectives:
1. To gain an understanding of the historical and literary contexts of the Bible.
2. To develop skills in critically analyzing biblical texts.
3. To explore various methods and approaches to biblical interpretation.
4. To reflect on the relevance and applicability of biblical themes in contemporary contexts.
5. To promote an interdisciplinary approach by incorporating insights from archaeology, history, and literature.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

1. Which of the following is not one of the four main divisions of the Bible?
a) The Pentateuch
b) The Gospels
c) The Epistles
d) The Psalms

Answer: d) The Psalms

2. The process of examining the historical and cultural background of a biblical text is called:
a) Contextual analysis
b) Textual criticism
c) Exegesis
d) Hermeneutics

Answer: a) Contextual analysis

3. Which approach to biblical interpretation focuses on finding the intended meaning of the original author?
a) Historical-critical approach
b) Deconstructionist approach
c) Reader-response approach
d) Feminist approach

Answer: a) Historical-critical approach

4. The Dead Sea Scrolls are important because they provide insights into:
a) New Testament theology
b) Jewish apocalyptic literature
c) Early Christian communities
d) Rabbinical traditions

Answer: b) Jewish apocalyptic literature

5. The scholarly method of comparing parallel passages in the Gospels is called:
a) Intercalation
b) Exegesis
c) Synoptic analysis
d) Christological study

Answer: c) Synoptic analysis

Essay Questions:

1. Discuss the significance of the historical and literary contexts for understanding biblical texts. Provide examples to support your arguments.

Answer: In answering this essay question, you should explain how historical and literary contexts help us interpret biblical texts accurately. You can discuss the importance of understanding cultural practices, historical events, and linguistic aspects that shaped the meaning of passages. Additionally, you can provide examples of how context affects the interpretation of specific biblical passages.

2. Compare and contrast two different methods of biblical interpretation, such as historical-critical and reader-response approaches. Analyze their strengths and weaknesses in understanding the meaning of the Bible.

Answer: In this essay question, you should provide a comprehensive comparison of two biblical interpretation methods. Explain the main principles and goals of each approach and discuss how they differ. Then, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each method in terms of their ability to uncover the intended meaning of the biblical texts.

Remember, this is just an example for one course. You can create similar questions and essay prompts for additional courses in your Ph.D. program based on the objectives and content of each course.
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